Waltham Abbey Town Partnership Steering Committee Meeting
Tuesday March 14th. 9.15am

Present: Cllr. H.Kane, Rev. P. Smith, N. Page ,R.Walters, G.Hooper, M.Horton, P.Clegg, B.Elliott, M.Sheffield
Apologies: D.Bensted, A.Crowley, D.Evans, M.Boyce
Chair: Paul Violet
Minutes: Paula Violet

1 AOB : An item has been sent to Paul from A. Crowley

2 Minutes: The minutes of the meeting of February 14th were agreed.
  Matters Arising: Sound System. Progress now needs to be made with this. Paul will contact M. Boyce to obtain details of the suggested system and organise a time for a demo.
Pancake Races
This was a great success this year. There was a lot of support from families with young children and Honey Bears. Business support was the best ever and Paternoster House attended with residents who took part. Thanks to Tesco for their supplying all the resources, to Duncan Phillips for the cups and medals, to U3A Photographers for the numerous photos and to Richard Walters for submitting a successful article to the Mercury. Thanks to everyone for their support.

3. Treasurer’s Report

	Savings Account 
	
	

	20th January 2023
	
	£8352.27

	Interest to 20th February 2023
	
	£7.45

	Balance 20th February 2023
	
	£8359.72

	Current Account
	
	

	Brought forward balance (27th January 2023)
	
	£762.06

	Bank Charges
	
	£5.00

	NFU Insurance
	
	£292.73

	Balance at 27th February 2023
	
	£464.33

	Totals
	
	

	Savings Account
	
	£8359.72

	Current Account 
	
	£464.33

	Total in accounts
	
	£8824.05

	Monies outstanding 
	
	none

	Available Funds in WATP Accounts 
	
	£8824.05



· Interest continues to increase and was £7.45 on savings account. 
· Our NFU Insurance was paid on 14th February.

4. Church Update
The Church opening and service times remain as previously reported. Next Sunday Parish Eucharist at 10.30am 
will celebrate Mothering Sunday. There will be a service of Choral Evensong at 6.30pm on Sunday 26th March. 
The Winter/Spring season of Music for Lunch recitals continues on Saturdays at 12.30pm until 1st April. Admission 
is free, with a retiring collection for church funds. The programme for the remaining recitals is as follows:  18th March Victoria Finstad cello and Yuri Inoshita piano, 25th March  Opera Asteria  voices and piano, 1st April Music for flute, oboe and piano. The Summer season will open on Saturday 22nd April.
There will be a Lent Fellowship Lunch on Saturdays 18th and 25th March, at the Abbey Church Centre, 11.30-2pm. 
A choice of soup, assorted breads and cheeses, tea or coffee. £5 per person. All welcome – no need to book.
A date for your diaries: Saturday 22nd April, 1.30 for 2pm, St George’s day lunch with talk
‘A Lady and Her Spitfire’, the story of Carolyn Grace, by Maggie Radcliffe, at the Abbey Church Centre.  £10 per person: tickets on sale soon.
The Olive Branch café at the Abbey Church Centre is open every Wednesday between 10.30am and 2pm for light refreshments and fellowship.
Coronation Services
Peter has received several and lengthy guidelines for the Liturgy for Church services before , during and 
after the Coronation. Guidelines are quite complex, and a decision will be made as to when the Abbey Church 
will have the services. Civic presence will be limited, or impossible as with the Coronation so close to the local 
elections the Councillors will be in purdah.

5. Sub Committee Report Tourism
A meeting of the Committee was held on Thursday 23rd February. The following points, additional to those in
these minutes, were made:  
TIC numbers are up, and the What’s On leaflets are in production.  Guided Town Tours are planned to start in April and run through to September.   This committee continues to be active in advertising the events of the main players in the town’s activities.
Part of the Sub Committee report included comment about the canoeing event, but this was discussed fully at this meeting, thus:
The international Canoeing event is due to take place at the White Water Centre in September 2023. There has 
been much discussion from the organising committee of the level involvement expected from Waltham Abbey. 
Many of the suggestions are onerous and beyond the financial and capacity ability of Waltham Abbey. Several aspects of the Town , Herts and Essex will need to be co-ordinated / involved. Further discussions are needed 
before Waltham Abbey can commit to this.

6. Royal Gunpowder Mills
As mentioned at the February 2023 Waltham Abbey Town Partnership meeting, during 2022 the Royal 
Gunpowder Mills had been open every Sunday from 10th April to 30th October. This was very popular 
amongst those visitors that came to the site, but their numbers were relatively low and the staff and 
volunteers available for these openings stretched resources. On two weekends we had to close because of 
local road closures, once for the Ride London cycling event and then for a music festival. For 2023, therefore,
 the visitor attraction has been “tuned” to activities which are both manageable and profitable, and that 
do not clash with other local events. These include walking tours every second Saturday, hiring out rooms
for events, laying on re-enactments and encouraging group visits. Details of the programme are being 
worked on right now, so keep an eye on the Royal Gunpowder Mills website for details.

Museum: 
The Animal Mummies exhibition has been extended. There is also  a current exhibition.
Homelessness “The Lived Experience”.

U3A The groups are progressing well. U3A are keen to be involved in the 7Cs meetings. Paul confirmed 
Amanda has been involved, but all are welcome.

WATTA
We are planning the visit of the Germans for May19th /20th to celebrate the 30th Anniversary of Twinning. Accommodation has become a problem as the Marriott / Delta hotel prices are beyond the means of the 
Germans. It is difficult to find alternative accommodation for 22 people (13 rooms). The visit of the students 
was a success and they enjoyed visits to  London and King Harold Academy. King Harold students will be 
making a reciprocal visit to Germany.

LVRPA – No report 
Historical Society – No report 

  
7. WATC
The tea to celebrate the Coronation has been planned and tickets will be available. The Town Show is being 
planned and interest has been shown already by some exhibitors. There will be some  free Community events 
at the Show.



8 Heritage Trail.
Progress has been made with this! The number and location of Boards has been agreed with the illustrative information that is to be on them. Some drawings are required and Paul is to meet tomorrow with local artist, Jennifer Dickson, for her support with this. It was hoped that new LVRP boards would be included in the whole project, but as no new board information has been forthcoming we will regretfully be going ahead without them. 
It is hoped the Boards will be up later this year!

9 7Cs
The next meeting is planned for April 19th. This will be an open meeting for everyone to attend.

10. AOB
Andrew Crowley submitted the following request:

Reference the recent break ins to businesses here on Sun Street. There is a massive dark area near the old Police Station, and we are relying on one business to help with CCTV as there seems to be lack if it along there. Is there anything that can be done about having CCTV reinstated/put in, and can anything be done about putting the light on further down Sun Street?

Cllr Kane responded that the Museum has submitted a request for addition CCTV.
Cllr Kane agreed that EFDC are aware of the lighting situation and several request have been made to replace 
and renew this. 
There followed a discussion around the Police Station building. A property developer has purchased the site , 
but as the building is a listed building the plans for some demolition work at the rear of the building is not
possible, which has restricted the plans for the site. The Council bid for the building was rejected. The vision 
of the Council for the building was to develop a Community Hub.

Parklets.
Plans are in place for the Parklets to be replanted and painted, as part of the Town centre 
development. Hanging baskets will also be in place in good time this year as will the Planters.

Paul thanked everyone for their attendance and contributions this morning.

Date of next Meeting Tuesday 11th April 9.15am.
