
After the disappointment of last year’s cancelled 
Cavalcade, we are delighted to announce that 
this year will be even bigger and better. 

Over the past year, several local groups have come 
together to start planning a new annual event to 
coincide with the Cavalcade – the Waltham Abbey 
Festival of Light.  This will launch on the 26th November, 
the day of the Cavalcade, and run through to the 
Christmas Market on the Saturday 4th December. 

Everyone is invited to participate and there are lots of 
ways you can join in the fun.   

Light up the Town!
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WALTHAM ABBEY IS TWINNED WITH HÖRSTEL, GERMANY

All plans for events outlined in the Town Crier are subject to restrictions being lifted in accordance with the Government’s 
advice.  Any rescheduling of events will be announced on our website and social media. All events will be operated in 
accordance with social-distancing rules at that time.
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Once an estate or area loses its collective voice or sense of community, it can often become 
overlooked and can lose its identity.  

Just over five years ago, the Ninefields Residents 
Association (NRA) became inactive.  According to the 
current Chairperson, Amanda Ridgwell, “the estate looked 
like a place that had been forgotten and the residents felt 
abandoned. “  

At the beginning of 2020 a small group of people were 
approached and encouraged to reform a new Association. 
Just as the group were about to officially reform, the 
pandemic hit and everything was in full lockdown.   At 
first it seemed that little could be done or progressed yet 
the need for a RA had never been greater. 

Meetings initially had to be online, but it was possible to 
raise estate issues and provide input into Epping Forest 
District Council’s (EFDC) post Covid plans. A NRA website 
and a Facebook page were created, which now has almost 
600 members. 

Some of the feedback from residents was to improve 
Hillhouse Square. There was a small fund and support 
from EFDC for this and so the sensory gardens project was 
born.  As lockdown restrictions eased, they finally got to 
plant the lavender and rosemary plants and make one of 
their plans a reality in 2021. This is an ongoing project with 
future expansion and planting in the other two gardens.  
There are now decorative solar fairy lights in the trees, and 

the lavender gardens have been dressed with bark 
trimmings.  Thank you to all helpers and bark donators.  

There have also been 4 new larger bins installed at 
Hillhouse Square and one on the field to help reduce the 
littering which continues to be a concern for residents.  
The NRA is working with the Council to resolve the issues 
of illegal tipping and campaigning that the Brooker Road 
re-cycling centre is managed in a more user friendly and 
less restrictive way. Ideas have been put to EFDC Waste 

Ninefields Residents Association reborn 2020  - A Brighter Future! 
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Management, the Tenants & Leaseholders panel and 
Essex County Council and the outcome is awaited. 

Meanwhile, the NRA has invested some funds into litter 
picking equipment and, as restrictions eased further, 
regular monthly litter picks have been taking place on the 
estate every 2nd Saturday of the month.  

The NRA is delighted to have now held their first public 
meeting as there is lots to discuss. Firstly, there is the EFDC 
Bricks and Mortar initiative, which could bring some real 
investment and benefits to Ninefields including a 
playground, more bins, seating around the fields, and 
welcome to Ninefields signage.   

The NRA committee are part of the Waltham Abbey 
Festival of Light that is working to spread the joy of 

Christmas to all parts of Waltham Abbey. A big event at 
Hillhouse Square Ninefields is being planned for the 29th 
November from 7pm. 

It is the residents who have made much of the above 
happen. The Committee Members give up a few hours a 
week to support our Chair and each other. With  more 
people involved, the NRA can achieve even more.  If you 
want to help build a better community, get involved and 
have some fun,  then please attend the public meetings 
or contact:  

Website: www.ninefieldsresidentsassociation.co.uk    

Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/1466380813557721 

Email: ninefields20@gmailcom

towncrier

Ninefields Mission Statement 

Our aim is to work with and provide a collective voice for ALL 
residents, raising concerns and issues with the relevant bodies. 
To build a Community, making our Estate a better place to live, a 
place to be proud of, and improving our lives.

Shovelling Bark Bark Laid Lavender Garden

Lavender in Bloom Old Bins New Bins
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Friday 26 November 2021, 5pm – 7pm 

Join us for an evening of festive fun, refreshments, live 
entertainment, and a light display, before the town lights 
are switched on and the procession begins. 

Why not also try your hand at a selection of board games, 
to coincide with our latest exhibition ‘Game Plan: Board 
Games Rediscovered’.  The exhibition is on loan from the 
V&A Museum of Childhood, and looks at board games 
through history, and from across the globe. 

It’s also a great opportunity to do some early Christmas 
shopping in our gift shop and, of course, look around the 
museum’s galleries and exhibitions. 

Our address is Epping Forest District Museum, 39 – 41 Sun 
Street, Waltham Abbey, EN9 1EL. 

Entry is free, and you can drop in and out of the 
museum any time between 5pm and 7pm. 

As part of Waltham Abbey Town Council’s Cavalcade of Light event, Epping Forest District 
Museum are having a late opening.

Epping Forest District Museum ‘Late Opening’
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Friday 26 November 2021, 7pm

Calvalcade of Light Returns

The parade will start as normal at the Town Hall but will 
proceed along Leverton Way, Quaker Lane, turning into 
Sun Street on the corner by the museum.  Some visitors  
may find it more comfortable watching the procession 
from the wider pavements along Quaker Lane.  

Local businesses in Sun Street will be encouraged to stay 
open so there is still lots to see and do after the barriers 
have been removed.  

Discussions are also underway to relocate the larger 
fairground rides to the Quaker Lane Car Park, with more 
stalls in and around Market Square. 

Joining in the fun 

If you would like to join in the procession with a float or as 
part of the walking procession, ring 01992 714949 or email 
sarah.colley@walthamabbey-tc.gov.uk for more details.   

Stalls are also welcome from businesses, traders and 
charities but you will need to provide a copy of your public 
liability insurance. 

Why not make lanterns using small LED lights and recycled 
materials such as milk cartons and plastic bottles.  You 
could hang them in your windows and bring them to the 
Cavalcade!   www.festivaloflight.uk/lanterns 

Events will be taking place in Upshire and Ninefields, as 
well as in the town centre.  The Waltham Abbey Town 
Partnership will be running the window competition and 
local businesses can join in creating magical window 
displays.  

Hopefully, the Festival of Light will become a new 
tradition that can become part of our community leading 
up to Christmas every year.  

For more information: www.festivaloflight.uk

The Town Council has agreed to trial a few changes to the procession route to make it more 
comfortable for visitors to watch the procession and to free up space along Sun Street - 
this may help if there are still social distancing measures in place.
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Procession assembles in Cornmill Car Park ready to leave at 6:50pm 

19:00 Procession pauses outside the Town Hall for the big switch on 

19:15 Procession begins on the new route via Quaker Lane, turning left into Sun Street at 
junction with Darby Drive. Parade continues down Sun Street back towards Town Hall 

19:35 Procession pauses in Church St – Barriers cleared in Sun Street 

19:45 Pedestrian participants disperse, vehicles return to Cornmill Car Park 

19:45 Onwards – Carol-oke singalong outside Abbey Church  

www.festivaloflight.uk/sing-a-long 

towncrier
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Cavalcade of Lights -  Programme of Events   

Festival of Light - Other events being planned – some dates to be confirmed 

28th November, 4pm           Upshire Church Christmas Market & Carol Service 

28th November, time tbc    Waltham Abbey Church Advent Service 

29th November, 7pm           Ninefields Hill House Square Event (Including Chingford Morris) 

Saturday 4th December       Christmas Market - Sun Street and Market Square 

More events are being planned, so please keep an eye on social media and the Council website. 

towncrier
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Most recently WATP has 
erected the “Welcome to our 

Town Centre” signs, are closing 
in on producing new and 

informative historical information boards around town 
and are fully supporting the Waltham Abbey Festival of 
Light initiative. 

The Town Partnership recently conducted a survey of town 
centre shops on behalf of the Council and ensured that 
the responses were passed to the council for 
consideration.  At the same time this years’ Christmas 
Window Decoration Competition was launched. 

The Chair of the Town Partnership, Paul Violet said “ We 
are asking and urging everyone to make a really big effort 
this year and decorate your shop windows with LIGHTS, 
to be ready by 25th November at the latest. Lights of every 
kind, linked in some way to the season, or at least lights 
of some description! 

The aim and hope is to see the whole of Sun Street and 
Market Square too, ablaze with lights, making the whole 
town look spectacular.” Paul is also delighted to see that 
there is a new desire to work together to make our town 
a success, and this is a small part that every shop can play 
in this.  

There are still many people who are unaware of the work of the Town 
Partnership (WATP) who work with the Town Council to help 
enhance and develop our town, for the benefit of businesses, 
residents and visitors.

towncrier

Town Partnership News

Christmas is coming!
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The Tapestry Project was an idea based upon the Bayeux Tapestry.  The 
Abbey has a wealth of history attached to it and it was thought that some 
of this history could be depicted in some stitch work for display and so a 
group came together to discuss what to include and how to manage it. 

  

Waltham Abbey Tapestry Project

It was decided to make this a community project with 
volunteers working on individual pieces and then 
they would all be brought together on 9 panels which 
would then be displayed in the town and be available 
to be sent to schools and other interested parties. 

This has been ongoing for a number of years now 
and despite the difficulties over the last 18 months, 
a few stitchers had pieces to work on and continued 
working at home.   

There are now have seven of the nine panels 
completed and the final two are now coming 
together.   

In addition the group realised that there should be 
a further panel with the town’s crest and this now 
has a volunteer working on it. 

So the hope is that by next year all the panels will 
have been lined and ready to hang. towncrier
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WALTHAM ABBEY & CHINGFORD

FREE ARTWORK with this ad

LOW COST DESIGN & PRINTING 

•  Logos  •  Design  •  Artwork  •  Stationery  
•  Leaflets  •  Stationery  •  Brochures  •  Magazines 
•  Books  •  NCR Pads  •  Labels  •  Signs & Banners

Tel: 01992 719924
www.catalystimagesolutions.co.uk

Casual Bar Staff required 
for events at the Town Hall 

£9.27 per hour 
Contact 01992 714949 
for more information  



towncrier

Page 11 www.walthamabbey-tc.gov.uk

Who do I ask about...?

WALTHAM ABBEY TOWN COUNCIL 
General Enquiries    Tel: 01992 714949 
townclerk@walthamabbey-tc.gov.uk 

EPPING FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL 
General Enquiries    Tel: 01992 564000 

contactus@eppingforestdc.gov.uk 

The District Council provide a range of regulatory 
and community services across the Epping Forest 

district and is responsible for:

The Town Council is the council closest 
to our residents and is responsible for:

The Lee Valley Regional Park Authority are responsible for the upkeep and maintenance of the Abbey Gardens and 
can be contacted on info@leevalleypark.org.uk or 03000 030 643  (For Park Rangers out of hours - 01992 210 196)

Waltham Abbey Town Hall – 
the administrative home of the 
Town Council and open to the 

public for meetings, events, 
cinema, seasonal markets 

functions, wedding ceremonies 
and celebrations 

 
The office of the Town Mayor, 

Deputy Mayor and 
Mayoral engagements 

 
Making representation on local 
planning applications, strategic 

plans, consultations and 
licensing applications 

 
Charter Market 

 
Awarding grants to support local 
community groups and charities 

 
Waltham Abbey in Bloom 

competition 
 

Waltham Abbey Cemeteries 
and Garden of Remembrance 

 
The Town Mead Sports 

and Social Club including 
hire of function rooms 

 
Town Mead Leisure Park 

(42 Acres including Skateboard 
Park, Baseball Diamond, 

3G pitch, FA accredited grass 
pitch, Golf Driving Range) 

Community Centre/ 
Other Buildings 

 
Allotments at Capershotts, Denny 

Avenue and Longfields

Tourist Information Centre 
including supporting local tourism 

and organising community 
coach trips 

 
Play Parks at Larsens, 

Town Mead & Ninefields  
 

Public Conveniences 
 

Christmas Lights, 
Cavalcade of Light, 
Christmas Market 

 
Two Day Town Show/ 
Other Festival Events, 

Craft Markets 
 

Town Twinning 
 

Remembrance events, carol 
service and civic service 

 
Upkeep of war memorial 

 
 

Waltham Abbey Tapestry 
 

Supporting the provision of 
community funded defibrillators 

 
Community minibus 

 
Local CCTV 

(Town Hall, Town Mead Park, 
Market Square and Sun Street) 

The collection of council 
tax and business rates 

Local planning and 
building regulations 

 Development Control  

 Strategic Planning 
(Local Plan) 

 Kerbside waste and 
recycling collections and 

management of 
Recycling Centre 

 Fly tipping 

Street cleaning 

 Abandoned vehicles 

 Noise and light 
pollution 

 House building and 
housing benefits 

 Leisure Facilities 
(arts/sports programmes, 

museum) 

 Licensing            
Environmental Health 

 District CCTV             

Highways Rangers 

 Elections 

Car parks 

ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL 
General Enquiries    Tel: 08457 430 430 
or 01245 430 430 contact@essex.gov.uk 

The County Council is the top tier of local 
government, provide services on a 

county-wide basis and is responsible for:

Highways & Transport 
(including bus           

service licensing) 

Roads/Potholes 

Off street parking         
and enforcement 

Pavements and pathways 

Education and      
children’s services 

Social Services             

Health 

Street Lighting             

Libraries 

Flooding & Drains        
(with District) 

Registration (Births, 
Marriages, Deaths) 

WALTHAM ABBEY towncrier



Page 12 www.walthamabbey-tc.gov.uk

WALTHAM ABBEY towncrier

Town Council Meetings 
 
The calendar of all Town Council 
Meetings is available to view on the 
Town Council Website: 

www.walthamabbey-tc.gov.uk  

 

WALTHAM ABBEY 
TOWN HALL 
Highbridge Street, 
Waltham Abbey, 
Essex EN9 1DE 

Tel: 01992 714949 
townclerk@walthamabbey-tc.gov.uk

Councillors

Waltham Abbey Town Council 2020/21

 

Cllr E A Webster                  01992 715957 

Scatterbushes 

Fernhall Lane 

Waltham Abbey 

Essex EN9 3TJ 

 

 

Cllr T Matthews                   07742 692718 

Woodredon Lodge 

Upshire 

Essex EN9 3SU 
 
 

 

Cllr A P Watts                       01992 714506 

9 Honey Lane 

Waltham Abbey 

Essex EN9 3AN 

 

Cllr S Yerrell 

shaneo1983@hotmail.co.uk 
12 Essex House 
Waltham Abbey EN9 1HF 
 

Cllr L Green 

lisap0034@hotmail.com 

83 Rounton Road 
Waltham Abbey,  
Essex EN9 3AP 
 

 

Cllr J Lea                               01992 712366 
1 Monkswood Avenue 
Waltham Abbey 
Essex EN9 1LA 
 

Cllr M Markham                  07981 130620 
7 Mayfield 
Waltham Abbey Essex EN9 1TA 

 

 

Cllr J Lucas 

jodielucas94@hotmail.co.uk 
Love Apple Farm,156 Crooked Mile 
Waltham Abbey, Essex EN9 2ES 

 

Cllr R Holmes                       07788 667213 
26 St Peters Road 
West Mersea 
Colchester CO5 8LJ 

 

Cllr D Plummer                     07742 038951 

21 Townmead Road 
Waltham Abbey 
Essex EN9 1RP 
 

Cllr H Kane                           01992 717656 

6 Farm Hill Road                  01992 712746 
Waltham Abbey EN9 1NN  07799 532940 
Email: helen@samkane.co.uk 
 

 

Policy and Resources  

Cllr A P Watts  – Chairman 

Leisure & Community 

Cllr J Lea – Chairman 

Development and Environment  

Cllr J Lucas  – Chairman 

Plans Subcommittee  

Licensed Bars & Catering Subcommittee  

Cllr H Kane – Chairman 

Establishment Review Subcommittee 

Leader of Council 

Town Promotions & Festivals Subcommittee 

Cllr S Yerrell – Chairman 

TIC Management Subcommittee 

Cllr E A Webster – Chairman 

Town Twinning Subcommittee 

The Mayor 

Waltham Abbey Tennis Club  

Management Subcommittee 

Cllr A P Watts – Chairman 

Neighbourhood Plan Liaison Committee 

Cllr A P Watts – Chairman 

 

Committees

South West Ward

Paternoster Ward

North East Ward

Honey Lane Ward

High Beech Ward

www.facebook.com/walthamabbeytowncouncil @WAtowncouncil

Mayor: Cllr J Lucas            Deputy Mayor: Cllr J Lea          Town Clerk: Miss J Law 

The views expressed in 
the Town Crier are not 
necessarily those of 

Waltham Abbey Town Council. 

Further copies of the Town Crier are available 
from the Town Hall and the Tourist Information 
Centre in Highbridge Street. 


