
I’m writing this piece a couple of days 
before the anniversary of our first 
national lockdown. I count my 
blessings, as I’ve only lost one friend to 
this dreadful disease. It has taken the 
lives of so many too soon but left so 
many more with their grief. My 
thoughts and best wishes go out to 
you all, and to those unfortunate to 
have “long-covid” and who are still 
struggling with its effects. 

Of course, the most effective weapon 
in our armoury is the vaccine. I’ve had 
my first dose and like many, felt 
relieved that at last we finally seem to 
be getting the better of this deadly 
enemy. But we will also have to 
continue being careful, wearing masks 
indoors, social distancing and washing 
hands. 

Although the last year has been so 
challenging, there have been many 

positive stories. Waltham Abbey has 
always been a supportive community, 
and this has never been more evident 
than during this past year. The 
immediacy with which community 
support groups swung into action was 
breathtaking. The Town Council has 
contributed to this by giving support 
to our customers, providing seed 
funding for 3food4u and support 
groups and making the Town Hall 
available for the NHS when required 
for blood testing. 

The real work is done by each and 
every one of you. It might be 
collecting shopping or prescriptions, 
arranging food parcels, or just being 
there to provide a shoulder to cry on 
or an ear to listen. I am so immensely 
proud of everyone who has helped 
and who are still playing their part. It’s 
what makes our town and our 
community such a great place.  I know 

I’m a newcomer, having lived here 
since 1985. But it is my town.   Our 
community spirit existed long before 
COVID-19. It will survive COVID-19, 
and I hope that later in the year we 
will all be able to celebrate it. 

Stay Safe. 

Cllr Antony Watts 

All plans for events are subject to restrictions being lifted in accordance with the Government’s 
roadmap out of lockdown.  Any rescheduling of events will be announced on our website and 
social media. All events will be operated in accordance with social-distancing rules at that time.
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A message from the Mayor, Cllr Antony Watts

It’s been a tough winter for our 
market traders.   

Our non-essential stallholders were 
not allowed to trade during 
lockdown but our essential traders 
have continued to provide quality 
produce and goods in the midst of 
some very bad weather!   

To coincide with the reopening of 
non-essential retail and external 
hospitality, we will be holding an 
extended market on Saturday 17th 
April 2021.   Our regulars will be 

there including fruit and vegetables, 
store cupboard essentials, kitchen 
and homeware and plants.   

We will also be welcoming back our 
non-essential stall holders and some 
new guests including craft gin, 
sweet treats, children’s clothes, 
jewellery, cards and much more. 
Why not give the supermarket a 
miss on that day and take a stroll in 
the fresh air down to the Market 
Square.

#WAMarket Super Saturday
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Town Council Meetings 
 
The calendar of all Town Council 
Meetings is available to view on the 
Town Council Website: 

www.walthamabbey-tc.gov.uk  

 

WALTHAM ABBEY 
TOWN HALL 
Highbridge Street, 
Waltham Abbey, 
Essex EN9 1DE 

Tel: 01992 714949 
townclerk@walthamabbey-tc.gov.uk

Councillors

Waltham Abbey Town Council 2020/21

 

Cllr Mrs E A Webster           01992 715957 

Scatterbushes 

Fernhall Lane 

Waltham Abbey 

Essex EN9 3TJ 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cllr A P Watts                       01992 714506 

9 Honey Lane 

Waltham Abbey 

Essex EN9 3AN 

 

Cllr S Yerrell 

shaneo1983@hotmail.co.uk 
24 Springfields 
Waltham Abbey, Essex EN9 1UD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cllr Mrs J Lea                        01992 712366 
1 Monkswood Avenue 
Waltham Abbey 
Essex EN9 1LA 

Cllr Mrs L A Mitchell MBE    07724 613526 

19 Takeley Close 

Waltham Abbey, Essex EN9 1QH 

 

 

Cllr Miss J Lucas 

jodielucas94@hotmail.co.uk 
Love Apple Farm,156 Crooked Mile 
Waltham Abbey, Essex EN9 2ES 
 

Cllr R Holmes                       07788 667213 
26 St Peters Road 
West Mersea 
Colchester CO5 8LJ 

 

Cllr D Plummer                     07742 038951 

21 Townmead Road 
Waltham Abbey 
Essex EN9 1RP 
 
Cllr Mrs H Kane                    01992 717656 

6 Farm Hill Road                     01992 712746 
Waltham Abbey EN9 1NN      07799 532940 
Email: helen@samkane.co.uk 
 

 

Policy and Resources  

Cllr A P Watts  – Chairman 

Leisure & Community 

Cllr Mrs J Lea – Chairman 

Development and Environment  

Cllr Mrs L A Mitchell MBE  – Chairman 

Plans Subcommittee  

Licensed Bars & Catering Subcommittee  

Cllr Mrs H Kane – Chairman 

Establishment Review Subcommittee 

Leader of Council 

Town Promotions & Festivals Subcommittee 

Cllr Miss J Lucas – Chairman 

TIC Management Subcommittee 

Cllr Mrs E A Webster – Chairman 

Town Twinning Subcommittee 

The Mayor 

Waltham Abbey Tennis Club  

Management Subcommittee 

Cllr A P Watts – Chairman 

Neighbourhood Plan Liaison Committee 

Cllr A P Watts – Chairman 

 

Committees

South West Ward

Paternoster Ward

North East Ward

Honey Lane Ward

High Beech Ward

www.facebook.com/walthamabbeytowncouncil @WAtowncouncil

Mayor: Cllr A P Watts          Deputy Mayor: Cllr Miss J Lucas          Town Clerk: Miss J Law 

The views expressed in 
the Town Crier are not 
necessarily those of 

Waltham Abbey Town Council. 

Further copies of the Town Crier are available from 
the Town Hall and the Tourist Information Centre in 
Highbridge Street when restrictions are lifted. 
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Our wonderful facilities at the Town 
Mead will once again be hosting our 
Annual Town Show on the weekend 
of 26th and 27th June 2021.  Just a 
short walk from the Town Centre, 
you will find plenty to see and do.  
The Funfair will be there across the 
weekend and there will be a wide 
range of stalls including fun and 
games, things to buy, services being 
promoted and local community 
groups sharing their activities. 

If you are a local business, community, 
charity, school or youth group it is so 
easy to get involved and be part of 
this fun-packed Town event that will 
bring our community together.  If you 
would like to exhibit, promote your 
business or have a stall, this year we 

have three simple categories: 

1. For charities, community groups or 
other not-for-profit organisations 
– no charge and no deposit.   

2. Businesses or stallholders who will 
be exchanging money for goods 
and service on the day:  £25 for 
one day, £40 for both days 

3. Businesses or organisations 
wishing to promote a service but 
not taking payments on the day - 
£10 per day.   

For more information or to book 
your place, please contact 
sarah.colley@walthamabbey-tc.gov.uk 
or phone 01992 714949 

The Return of our Town Show 

The Cornmill Suite in our Town Hall is a fantastic resource 
and has the potential to be an entertainment hub right in 
the centre of Town.  Plans are already underway to 
develop an exciting programme of events and activities. 
We are aware that the main Hall needs some minor 
improvements and we are already working on the upgrade 
of the lighting and sound systems.  

Many of us may be craving entertainment outside of our 
own living rooms – but what would you like to see on your 
doorstep?  Perhaps a comedy club, art exhibitions, a drag 
night, more cinema, children’s entertainment, disco nights, 
barn dances, folk nights, tribute bands?   We would love 
to hear your ideas, so please message us via our website, 
get in touch via social media or phone 01992 714949. 

Exciting Future for your Town Hall

Hopefully we will all be soon planning days out and trips -
did you know your local community group or charity might 
be eligible to use one of our two community minibuses?    

One is a 15-seater (including the driver) and the other will 
take 9 plus the driver and has wheelchair anchor points.  
The driver will need D or D1 on their licence (or take the 
minibus test) and apply for a Section 19 permit from your 
organisation. 

Please phone 01992 714949 for more information. 

Community Minibus

Our annual ‘In Bloom’ competition did 
go ahead last year, but the restrictions 
meant that there were fewer categories 
and many may local businesses and 
organisations were unable to take part.  

For 2021, we are very optimistic that all categories will be 
open.   Don’t forget, you can even nominate a friend or 
neighbour if they have a spectacular display! 

Please phone 01992 714949 for more information. 

Bloomin’ Lovely 

towncrier
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Throughout lockdown, many of our local community organisations have had continued 
to operate and support their members despite the challenges.  We spoke to three of our 
local groups to find out how they have been keeping engaged with their members.

The Town Partnership is for everyone 
living and working in Waltham 
Abbey and anyone is welcome to 
attend the monthly open Steering 
Committee meetings. 

We have been actively meeting via Zoom every month 
throughout the pandemic and will hopefully return to face-
to-face gatherings at some time in the not too distant future. 

There are also various sub-groups and committees that have 
also been regularly active during lockdown.  These include: 

• The Tourism Sub-committee which has been operational 
for many years. 

• The Heritage Trail Committee is a group of local historical 
experts, gathered together by the Partnership, who have 
Waltham Abbey coursing through their veins!  They have 
been meeting and working on a new project for 2 years 
now.  It will eventually provide 8 new information boards 
across town, with words and graphics explaining the 
whereabouts, historical relevance and use of buildings 
that once stood on various sites.  This means working with 
our Town Council, Epping Forest DC and Essex CC, which 
is on-going. 

• A small committee was also required to agree on the 
design of new signs that will soon be seen in various 
locations in town, inviting visitors to take in the historical 
links that can be found all around.   This has been made 
possible by a recent grant to the Town Partnership by 
Essex CC. 

• A new group has recently been formed exploring an 
exciting initiative that aims to light up our town as part 
of the Cavalcade of Light.    One of the plans will include 
our Town Twinning friends in Germany, giving it an 
international flavour. If you would like to register your 
interest, please visit www.festivaloflight.uk 

• Waltham Abbey Town Twinning Association.   Since not 
being able to visit Germany or welcome our friends from 
Hoerstel to our town, there have been international Zoom 
meetings arranged, in order to maintain the valuable 
friendships that have been forged over the years. 

We are all part of a town to be proud of! 

If anyone would like more information about any of the 
organisations mentioned you can find more details on 
Facebook or contact chairwalthamabbeytp@gmail.com. 

Update from Paul Violet, Waltham Abbey Town Partnership

Community has never been more important than this 
past year, and your local Women’s Institute got even 
stronger during this challenging time.  

As a group that meets face to face we have really missed 
getting together this year, however we have adapted and 
moved virtually in every way we can for our 38 strong 
members.  

This past year, we have held virtual meetings with brilliant 
guest speakers such as local artists and photographers, as 
well as provide our members with ‘at-home’ craft packs and 
care packages too. We’ve welcomed 5 new members 
through this pandemic which is just fantastic and the 
ongoing support our members show each other has blown 
us away.  

From June, we’ll be holding our monthly meetings on the 
second Wednesday of every month at 7pm and will be 
located at the brilliant Town Hall. We can’t wait to make the 
move to this great venue and want to welcome every 
identifying woman to join us.  

We are mixed in age, interests and backgrounds and are a 
truly modern, lively WI. As life gets back to normal, why not 
join a new group, meet new people, learn new skills and be 
part of our excellent community? You can sign up now by 
emailing icenisisters@outlook.com or messaging/calling 
07950 542455. Search Waltham Abbey Women’s Institute on 
Facebook, Twitter or Instagram for full programme details. 

And don’t believe everything you hear about the WI… or 
maybe do – and then let us prove you wrong! See you soon.  

Update from Charlotte Goulding, President of Iceni Sisters, Waltham Abbey’s Women’s Institute.

towncrier
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Waltham Abbey u3a became a member of the Third 
Age Trust in March 2015, having held the inaugural 
meeting in November 2014.  

Until March 2020, monthly meetings were held in Waltham 
Abbey Town Hall on the second Tuesday of the month and 
had more than 40 interest groups which met in and around 
Waltham Abbey each month. Following the national 
lockdown, some groups continued as and when restrictions 
allowed, or moved onto Zoom.  Each month a newsletter has 
been produced and has been sent to members by email or 
has been delivered by hand or Royal Mail.  

Waltham Abbey u3a is run by volunteers.  Activities are led 
by members, and where costs are involved, are paid for by 
the members participating. Monthly meetings, speakers and 
the newsletter are paid for through membership fees and 
fund-raising raffles. 

The u3a is for all those who have retired from full time work 
and promotes the values of lifelong learning. The u3a in 

Waltham Abbey is planning for the end of national 
restrictions and the opportunity to meet face to face to learn, 
participate in group activities and have fun.  Our groups are 
looking forward to returning to a wide selection of activities 
in previously used local venues as soon as restrictions allow.  

The u3a national body, the Third Age Trust, is responsible for 
all the u3as in the UK and provides educational and 
administrative support, The Third Age Trust are promoting 
the first national u3a Open Day on June 2nd. Waltham 
Abbey u3a are considering what they can do on that date in 
order to let Waltham Abbey residents know what we offer. 

LEARN – members of the u3a draw upon their knowledge 
and experience to teach and learn from each other, there are 
no qualifications to pass, it is for pleasure. Learning 
something new is its own reward. 

LAUGH – the u3a is good fun. There are opportunities to 
follow your own interests and make new friends, visit 
different places and hear amusing speakers. 

LIVE – members experience new things and finding ways to 
make the most of life. 

Please visit our website for information: 
https://u3asites.org.uk/waltham-abbey/home 

Update from Helen Wilson from the Waltham Abbey u3a
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Did you know that the Steering Committee of the Neighbourhood Plan is made up from 
ordinary residents of Waltham Abbey?  

We are a group of residents who care 
about the future development of 
Waltham Abbey and wish to have a say 
in how the town evolves over the next 20 
years.  

The Committee has previously collected your views on 
housing, shopping, facilities for young people and Travel 
and this information has been vital to develop policies for 
the Neighbourhood Plan.  In the past, the outcome of our 
surveys has been reported in the Town Crier, but it has 
been challenging to continue to collect this evidence 
during the pandemic. 

The Steering Group know the importance of collecting 
your views and we are hoping that this can now move 

forward.   In the next issue of the Town Crier we will be 
publishing questions about the future needs and 
requirements of the Town.  This is to gauge your opinions 
on the different suggestions being considered for 
inclusion within the Neighbourhood Plan. This Plan will 
be in force alongside the Local Plan for the next 20 years, 
so we urge you to take part as your opinion matters.  

When complete, the plan will be sent to the Council for 
scrutiny, then passed to the Government inspector for 
final approval. Finally, the Plan once given approval by the 
inspector, will be sent to all residents of Waltham Abbey 
in a local referendum for residents’ approval, where a 
majority is needed for the plan to be adopted. 

Our Future and the Neighbourhood Plan



Historic anniversaries

The exciting project to refurbish and 
extend the building was made possible 
by a grant of nearly £2 million to help 
improve facilities, increase accessibility, 
enhance displays and provide a new 
community room. 

The bells of Waltham Abbey Church 
rang as reenactors from 44th East 
Essex Regiment marched up Sun 
Street towards the museum, bringing 
crowds with them to witness the 
cutting of the ribbon as the museum 
officially reopened.  

Over 750 people visited to celebrate the 
occasion and dancing filled the street. 

On that day, Epping Forest District 
Museum started a new chapter.  

Redevelopment brought with it a 
wave of change, the team has been 
able to diversify their cultural 
offering and are ever-finding new 
ways to support residents and visitors 
from beyond the district. 

March isn’t the only special month for 
the museum this year; November 
brings their 40th anniversary on Sun 
Street. When it is safe to do so, the 
museum can’t wait to welcome 
visitors once again.  

Staff and volunteers are eager to 
mark the occasion, hopefully 
celebrating together with residents 
once more! 

 

Preparing for the future 

One way to commemorate the 
museum’s illustrious history is by 
getting closer to its objects, and this 
year the team are delving deep as they 
embark on the Review and Reimagine 
Project. 

From costume to archaeology, social 
history to art and everything in 
between, the Review and Reimagine 
Project will enable the museum team 
to better understand and care for items 
in the collection 

Phase one of the project began in 
January 2021 and focuses on 
researching the objects with support of 
other museums, local groups, 
volunteers and staff to help discover 
any hidden or forgotten stories. 

The team is excited to be learning 
more about the different objects which 
will enable visitors: 

• Increased access to the collection 
and its stories 

• More items to be displayed 

• The opportunity for more behind-
the-scenes tours 

• Access to the collection online 

All those involved in the project are 
eager to capture and share their 
experience as they discover hidden 
gems and reveal untold stories. You can 
look out for updates on the Museum 
website or by picking up your next 
Town Crier.

Five years ago in March 2016, the museum reopened after a two-year long Heritage 
Lottery funded redevelopment. 

A Year of Milestones for Epping Forest District Museum!

towncrier
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Museum website: www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/museum/
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Answers will be in next issue and on our website.

Where in 
Waltham 
Abbey?

A B

C D E

F G H

J K ML

N O QP

I
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WALTHAM ABBEY TOWN COUNCIL 
General Enquiries    Tel: 01992 714949 
townclerk@walthamabbey-tc.gov.uk 

EPPING FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL 
General Enquiries    Tel: 01992 564000 

contactus@eppingforestdc.gov.uk 

The District Council provide a range of regulatory 
and community services across the Epping Forest 

district and is responsible for:

The Town Council is the council closest 
to our residents and is responsible for:

The Lee Valley Regional Park Authority are responsible for the upkeep and maintenance of the Abbey Gardens and 
can be contacted on info@leevalleypark.org.uk or 03000 030 643  (For Park Rangers out of hours - 01992 210 196)

Waltham Abbey Town Hall – 
the administrative home of the 
Town Council and open to the 

public for meetings, events, 
cinema, seasonal markets 

functions, wedding ceremonies 
and celebrations 

 
The office of the Town Mayor, 

Deputy Mayor and 
Mayoral engagements 

 
Making representation on local 
planning applications, strategic 

plans, consultations and 
licensing applications 

 
Charter Market 

 
Awarding grants to support local 
community groups and charities 

 
Waltham Abbey in Bloom 

competition 
 

Waltham Abbey Cemeteries 
and Garden of Remembrance 

 
The Town Mead Sports 

and Social Club including 
hire of function rooms 

 
Town Mead Leisure Park 

(42 Acres including Skateboard 
Park, Baseball Diamond, 

3G pitch, FA accredited grass 
pitch, Golf Driving Range) 

Community Centre/ 
Other Buildings 

 
Allotments at Capershotts, Denny 

Avenue and Longfields

Tourist Information Centre 
including supporting local tourism 

and organising community 
coach trips 

 
Play Parks at Larsens, 

Town Mead & Ninefields  
 

Public Conveniences 
 

Christmas Lights, 
Cavalcade of Light, 
Christmas Market 

 
Two Day Town Show/ 
Other Festival Events, 

Craft Markets 
 

Town Twinning 
 

Remembrance events, carol 
service and civic service 

 
Upkeep of war memorial 

 
 

Waltham Abbey Tapestry 
Supporting the provision of 

community funded defibrillators 
 

Community minibus 
 

Local CCTV 
(Town Hall, Town Mead Park, 

Market Square and Sun Street) 

The collection of council 
tax and business rates 

Local planning and 
building regulations 

 Development Control  

 Strategic Planning 
(Local Plan) 

 Kerbside waste and 
recycling collections and 

management of 
Recycling Centre 

 Fly tipping 

Street cleaning 

 Abandoned vehicles 

 Noise and light 
pollution 

 House building and 
housing benefits 

 Leisure Facilities 
(arts/sports programmes, 

museum) 

 Licensing            
Environmental Health 

 District CCTV             

Highways Rangers 

 Elections 

Car parks 

ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL 
General Enquiries    Tel: 08457 430 430 
or 01245 430 430 contact@essex.gov.uk 

The County Council is the top tier of local 
government, provide services on a 

county-wide basis and is responsible for:

Highways & Transport 
(including bus           

service licensing) 

Roads/Potholes 

Off street parking         
and enforcement 

Pavements and pathways 

Education and      
children’s services 

Social Services             

Health 

Street Lighting             

Libraries 

Flooding & Drains        
(with District) 

Registration (Births, 
Marriages, Deaths) 


