
We hope all our residents are keeping safe and well 
during these challenging times.  At the time of going to 
print, we have moved into a second phase of lockdown. 
As we all continue to deal with so many challenges in our 
everyday lives, our Town Crier takes a different format for 
our Autumn update.   

Like many of you who have been working through the 
pandemic, your Town Council has also continued to operate 
wherever possible. Our grounds staff have worked hard 
throughout the restrictions to ensure that the cemeteries 
can continue to operate and your open spaces are clean 
and tidy.  We have been able to support a local foodbank 
and have also hosted blood-testing at the Town Hall to help 
ease pressure on the local surgery space. 

Sports pitches, play parks, Tourist Information Centre and 
the Town Mead Club opened safely and we have been 
able to host some socially-distanced physical activities and 
youth groups at the Town Hall in a covid-secure way. We 
were also very excited to welcome back our wedding 
couples even though some had to reduce their guest lists 
and sadly these have now once again been put on hold. 

We have relaunched our Facebook and Twitter accounts and 
are also now sharing news and photos on Instagram.  There 

has been a major review of our website and we are aiming 
to make this as accessible as possible.  A new way of sharing 
important Council and Committee news and information is 
also coming later in the Autumn which will make it much 
easier to view Council meeting agendas and documents. 

The future format of our Town Crier is also under review 
and we would welcome any feedback you may have.   
Please use our ‘Contact Us’ form on the website, send us 
a message on Facebook or write to us at WATC, Town 
Hall, Highbridge Street, Waltham Abbey, EN9 1DE. 
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Covid-19 Pandemic Update

We know how disappointing it is that we will not be holding our annual 
Cavalcade of light this year. However, the Christmas lights will still be 
installed in and around the centre of town as always including the 
Christmas tree by the churchyard.  Although it will not be possible to have 
a formal ‘switch on”, we are hoping to share footage on social media. 

Once the lights have been turned on please remember to come down to 
see the lights in person to kick-start what will undoubtedly be an unusual 
festive season. Let’s start planning now for Cavalcade of Light 2021 so it 
is even bigger and better than ever before. 

Waltham Abbey will sparkle this Christmas
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Cavalcade of 
Light 2019

Stop Press: We have heard Santa might be paying an early 
visit to the Town Hall.  Drop your letters to Father Christmas 
into the Town Hall letter box and we will pass them on.
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Town Council Meetings 
 
The calendar of all Town Council 
Meetings is available to view on the 
Town Council Website: 

www.walthamabbey-tc.gov.uk  

 

WALTHAM ABBEY 
TOWN HALL 
Highbridge Street, 
Waltham Abbey, 
Essex EN9 1DE 

Tel: 01992 714949 
townclerk@walthamabbey-tc.gov.uk

Councillors

Waltham Abbey Town Council 2020/21

 

llr Mrs E A Webster             01992 715957 

Scatterbushes 

Fernhall Lane 

Waltham Abbey 

Essex EN9 3TJ 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cllr M V Fitch                        01992 769210 

129 Honey Lane 

Waltham Abbey,  

Essex EN9 3AX 

Email: michaelfitch41@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Cllr A P Watts                       01992 714506 

9 Honey Lane 

Waltham Abbey 

Essex EN9 3AN 

 

 

 

Cllr Shane Yerrell 

shaneo1983@hotmail.co.uk 
24 Springfields 
Waltham Abbey, Essex EN9 1UD 

 

 

Cllr Mrs J Lea                        01992 712366 
1 Monkswood Avenue 
Waltham Abbey 
Essex EN9 1LA 

Cllr Mrs L A Mitchell MBE    07724 613526 

19 Takeley Close 

Waltham Abbey, Essex EN9 1QH 

 

 

Cllr Miss Jodie Holly May Lucas 

jodielucas94@hotmail.co.uk 
Love Apple Farm,156 Crooked Mile 
Waltham Abbey, Essex EN9 2ES 
 

Cllr Robert Holmes              07788 667213 
26 St Peters Road 
West Mersea 
Colchester CO5 8LJ 

 

Cllr Dave Plummer              07742 038951 

21 Townmead Road 
Waltham Abbey 
Essex EN9 1RP 
 
Cllr Mrs H Kane                    01992 717656 

6 Farm Hill Road                     01992 712746 
Waltham Abbey EN9 1NN      07799 532940 
Email: helen@samkane.co.uk 
 

 

Policy and Resources  
Cllr A P Watts  – Chairman 

Leisure & Community 
Cllr Mrs J Lea – Chairman 

Development and Environment  
Cllr Mrs L A Mitchell MBE  – Chairman 

Plans Subcommittee  

Licensed Bars & Catering Subcommittee  
Cllr Mrs H Kane – Chairman 

Establishment Review Subcommittee 
Leader of Council 

Town Promotions & Festivals Subcommittee 
Cllr M Fitch  – Chairman 

TIC Management Subcommittee 
Cllr Mrs E A Webster – Chairman 

Town Centre Retail Working Group  
Cllr M Fitch – Chairman 

Town Twinning Subcommittee 
The Mayor 

Waltham Abbey Tennis Club  
Management Subcommittee 
Cllr A P Watts – Chairman 

Neighbourhood Plan Liaison Committee 
Cllr A P Watts – Chairman 

 

Committees

South West Ward

Paternoster Ward

North East Ward

Honey Lane Ward

High Beech Ward

www.facebook.com/walthamabbeytowncouncil @WAtowncouncil

Mayor: Cllr A P Watts          Deputy Mayor: Cllr Miss Jodie Lucas          Town Clerk: Miss J Law 

The views expressed in 
the Town Crier are not 
necessarily those of 

Waltham Abbey Town Council, and the inclusion of 
advertisements does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Council of any products or services. 

Further copies of the Town Crier are available from 
the Town Hall and the Tourist Information Centre in 
Highbridge Street when restrictions are lifted. 
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Residents expressed concern over the summer following 
incidents involving some of our young people.   

The Town Council has been 
working with a local 
company, Triangle Security, 

to carry out patrols and their emergency number is 
displayed at various locations in the Town Mead.  The police 
should always be called if there is an emergency underway, 
but Triangle Security are on hand to provide support and 
advice if you see any suspicious behaviour or you feel 
generally unsafe in the area of the Town Mead.

Despite being the victims of distressing vandalism at the Essex Arrows Baseball Club this summer, our local 
baseball club was still able to participate in the 2020 British Baseball Federation Championship, which led their 
Single A team named the Essex Archers to win a first place trophy - the first time ever in club history.

Since its foundation 
in 1984, Essex Arrows 
Baseball Club has 
played a huge role in 
the lives of both 
local adults and 
children.  Based at 

the Town Mead, the baseball field is 
regarded as one of the best in the 

country. The vandalism resulted in 
significant damage with many items 
of equipment damaged or stolen, the 
dugouts were damaged structurally 
and set on fire and the roof and 
fences were significantly damaged.  
This, along with the restrictions of 
Covid-19 meant that the start to the 
season was very challenging.  

The Town Council and the local 
community came together to support 
the Essex Arrows Baseball Club and 
the Council has now extended the 
CCTV to provide additional security. 
Temporary repairs were carried out 
swiftly to the field and facilities and 
more repairs will continue throughout 
the winter.  

After such a difficult start to the 
season, the club were thrilled when 
they won first place in the 
championship and brought the 
stunning trophy back to Waltham 
Abbey. Rachael Skaarbrevik from 
Essex Arrows said,  “It has been such 
a difficult year on many accounts, but 
winning first place has been a real 
success and triumph for the team.  We 
are also so grateful to the Town 
Council and local community for 
supporting us through these 
challenging times, and we are looking 
forward to next season when we 
hope to continue our winning streak 
and bring more trophies back to the 
Town Mead.”  

Essex Arrows Hit the Bullseye 

Keeping the Town Mead Safe
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Throughout the pandemic, there have been many examples of groups and 
individuals generously giving their time and expertise to help others. 

One local businessman, David Poulton, 
repaired the damage to the baseball 
dugout and has also provided new waste 
bins for the Town Mead and Larsens.  This 
will make a big difference helping to keep 

the areas litter free.  If you would like to 
give a shout out to anyone in the 
community who has gone the extra mile, 
we would love to hear from you.  

Our Community Steps Up

In September, Denny Avenue allotments was the setting for a very rewarding community effort 
between allotment tenants and the Town Council.  

A local group worked hard to clear out 
overgrown areas and discarded 
equipment such as tyres and pallets left 
behind by former tenants.   

Council grounds staff worked alongside 
the volunteers to clear all the rubbish 
from the site. 

We currently do not have any vacant 
allotment plots at any of our sites at 
Denny Avenue, Capershotts or Longfields.  
However, we do keep a waiting list so 
please telephone 01992 714949 for more 
information about availability. 

Can You Dig It?
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Affordable Counselling Epping Forest, a small charity, were 
granted an award of £500 by Waltham Abbey Town Council to 
support professional counselling for those in need who cannot 
afford full counselling fees. 

Jane Waters from Affordable Counselling said “The grant 
of £500 generously given by Waltham Town Council will 
support sessions for families serviced by Hazelwood 
Children's Centre, who are in financial difficulty due to 

the effects of the Coronavirus.  The counselling offered is 
much valued by clients and demonstrates that most show 
improvement in their mental health and emotional 
wellbeing. “   

Community Grant Award

towncrier
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Our traders have continued to operate over the summer 
encouraging social-distancing with the added advantage 
of being in the open air.  Non-essential traders had also 
come back to the Market and we had also welcomed 

some new stalls which we hope will return when 
restrictions are lifted. Our historic Market is open every 
Tuesday and Saturday.  Please contact us if you are 
interested in having a stall. 

Market Traders Deliver the Goods Through Lockdown
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During the early stages of lockdown when the supermarket shelves were often empty, many of you 
rediscovered that our local market provides many of the essential items you need.   

Did you know that our Tourist Information Centre 
in Highbridge Street is the T.I.C for the Epping 
Forest District?  

Once the Centre re-opens after the current restrictions are 
lifted, why not call in and find out more. 

The Centre is a hub for local information, such as up-to-
date bus and rail timetables and local community 
organisations such as clubs and societies.  You can also 
find out more about local pubs, restaurants and 
accommodation in the area. 

There is also a good selection of local history books and 
souvenirs for sale, including gift cards produced locally. 

If you would like more information, please contact 01992 
660336. 

What Makes our T.I.C. tick? 



in Waltham Abbey Town Hall

An ideal location for all your celebrations. Can seat up to 200 people.

LICENSED BARS AVAILABLE

Licenced for official ceremonies including Weddings

Call in and have a look around. Situated in Town Mead Leisure Park.

TOWN MEAD
F U N C T I O N  S U I T E

CORNMILL
F U N C T I O N  S U I T E

Whilst we are all hoping to return to a more normal way of life in the coming months, you may also be 
in the difficult position of having to rearrange a wedding or other special occasion.  

If you are looking for a larger venue, our Cornmill Suite at 
the historic Town Hall building might be perfect for you.  

Alternatively, if you prefer something more intimate for a 
smaller occasion, you may wish to consider the Mead Suite 
function room at the Town Mead. Please look on our 
website or telephone 01992 714949 for more information. 

As soon as restrictions are lifted and it is safe to do so, we 
are planning some exciting socially-distanced entertainment 
at the Cornmill Suite including comedy and drag nights.  
With such a large space and a fully operational stage, it will 
be possible to maintain distances with cabaret style seating 
and table service.  We are also planning for the cinema to 
make a welcome return with a similar layout. Keep 
watching social media for more information. 

If you are a musician or entertainer and wish to explore the 
potential of the Cornmill Suite as a venue, please contact 
the Town Hall for more information.

Planning for the Future?
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Picture courtesy of 
Alexandrea Occasions Ltd – Event Décor & Styling



Page 7www.walthamabbey-tc.gov.uk

WINTER 2020 Issue 57

Try our Waltham Abbey 
Wordsearch Puzzle
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Who do I ask about...?
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WALTHAM ABBEY TOWN COUNCIL 
General Enquiries    Tel: 01992 714949 
townclerk@walthamabbey-tc.gov.uk 

EPPING FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL 
General Enquiries    Tel: 01992 564000 

contactus@eppingforestdc.gov.uk 

The District Council provide a range of regulatory 
and community services across the Epping Forest 

district and is responsible for:

The Town Council is the council closest 
to our residents and is responsible for:

The Lee Valley Regional Park Authority are responsible for the upkeep and maintenance of the Abbey Gardens and 
can be contacted on info@leevalleypark.org.uk or 03000 030 643  (For Park Rangers out of hours - 01992 210 196)

Waltham Abbey Town Hall – 
the administrative home of the 
Town Council and open to the 

public for meetings, events, 
cinema, seasonal markets 

functions, wedding ceremonies 
and celebrations 

 
The office of the Town Mayor, 

Deputy Mayor and 
Mayoral engagements 

 
Making representation on local 
planning applications, strategic 

plans, consultations and 
licensing applications 

 
Charter Market 

 
Awarding grants to support local 
community groups and charities 

 
Waltham Abbey in Bloom 

competition 
 

Waltham Abbey Cemeteries 
and Garden of Remembrance 

 
The Town Mead Sports 

and Social Club including 
hire of function rooms 

 
Town Mead Leisure Park 

(42 Acres including Skateboard 
Park, Baseball Diamond, 

3G pitch, FA accredited grass 
pitch, Golf Driving Range) 

Community Centre/ 
Other Buildings 

 
Allotments at Capershotts, Denny 

Avenue and Longfields

Tourist Information Centre 
including supporting local tourism 

and organising community 
coach trips 

 
Play Parks at Larsens, 

Town Mead & Ninefields  
 

Public Conveniences 
 

Christmas Lights, 
Cavalcade of Light, 
Christmas Market 

 
Two Day Town Show/ 
Other Festival Events, 

Craft Markets 
 

Town Twinning 
 

Remembrance events, carol 
service and civic service 

 
Upkeep of war memorial 

 
 

Waltham Abbey Tapestry 
Supporting the provision of 

community funded defibrillators 
 

Community minibus 
 

Local CCTV 
(Town Hall, Town Mead Park, 

Market Square and Sun Street) 

The collection of council 
tax and business rates 

Local planning and 
building regulations 

 Development Control  

 Strategic Planning 
(Local Plan) 

 Kerbside waste and 
recycling collections and 

management of 
Recycling Centre 

 Fly tipping 

Street cleaning 

 Abandoned vehicles 

 Noise and light 
pollution 

 House building and 
housing benefits 

 Leisure Facilities 
(arts/sports programmes, 

museum) 

 Licensing            
Environmental Health 

 District CCTV             

Highways Rangers 

 Elections 

Car parks 

ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL 
General Enquiries    Tel: 08457 430 430 
or 01245 430 430 contact@essex.gov.uk 

The County Council is the top tier of local 
government, provide services on a 

county-wide basis and is responsible for:

Highways & Transport 
(including bus           

service licensing) 

Roads/Potholes 

Off street parking         
and enforcement 

Pavements and pathways 

Education and      
children’s services 

Social Services             

Health 

Street Lighting             

Libraries 

Flooding & Drains        
(with District) 

Registration (Births, 
Marriages, Deaths) 


