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The grounds staff have been working flat out keeping 
our cemeteries and open spaces in good condition, 
whilst socially distancing from each other.  The Town 
Hall staff and the grounds staff have been liaising with 
one another to ensure the continued smooth running 
of the cemetery, under these difficult conditions.   

The Town Hall building itself has been used by the NHS 
to ensure the safe continuation of work by the 
Phlebotomists, conducting blood tests for those that 
need this regular service, whilst staying away from 
local surgeries.   

The Mayor has also contributed to the Through The 
Fight Foundation in support of local people, and 
helping in as many ways as possible. This has led to the 
opening of a new form of Foodbank located in the 
Town Hall twice a week, making available surplus 
foods for collection by anyone who is in need.  This is 
not the same as the usual form of Foodbank, those of 
which have done such sterling work through these 
troubled times.  This is not for people in crisis, but for 
those that just need a little extra helping hand over the 
short term. It also means that there is less food going 
into landfill, which has to be a good thing. 

As with all other bars, clubs meeting spaces and 
restaurants, we had to close Town Mead Social Club, 
but we have been working on plans for re-opening 
once the word is given by Government.  We have 
furloughed the staff who work there, as they are 
important to us, and part of the team.   

We have supported those local businesses who lease 
buildings from us by giving them rent holidays, so that 
we do our bit to keep them in business so that they are 
in a position to resume trading when possible. 

Our football pitches, other sports facilities and 
playparks had to close but we have kept up the 
maintenance on them until we are allowed to open 
them once again. 

As you can tell from the steps we have had to take, our 
income (other than precept) has been decimated by 
this situation.  We are not eligible for any of the 
Government aid to businesses, we cannot even take 
out a bank loan.  The Council has been working hard 
over the last few years to ensure that we can weather 
this situation if we continue to act prudently. 

As some of the Councillors are shielding, it has been 
difficult, if not impossible to hold meetings, and 
certainly not with the public present.  We have been 
communicating by e-mail, text and phone calls, and 
have held a couple of virtual meetings, quite 
successfully.  We will be looking to do more of these in 
the future, if and when necessary.  We will also be 
investigating livestreaming directly from the Council 
Chamber in the near future. 

Covid-19 Update

LOCAL NEWS • LOCAL PEOPLE • LOCAL BUSINESS

The Town Council has been continuing to work through this 
Pandemic.  Although the Town Hall building has been closed, and 
some staff have been working from home, as per the 
Government’s instruction, work has continued.
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Town Council Meetings 
 
The calendar of all Town Council 
Meetings is available to view on the 
Town Council Website: 

www.walthamabbey-tc.gov.uk  

All meetings are held at the Town Hall, 
Highbridge Street, Waltham Abbey.  

WALTHAM ABBEY 
TOWN HALL 
Highbridge Street, 
Waltham Abbey, 
Essex EN9 1DE 

Tel: 01992 714949 
kathryn.richmond@walthamabbey-tc.gov.uk 

Councillors

Waltham Abbey Town Council 2020/21

 

Cllr Mrs S A Stavrou            020 8508 7070 

Pine Lodge Riding Centre 

Springfield Farm, Lippitts Hill, High Beech 

Loughton IG10 4AL 

Email: sydstavrou@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Cllr Mrs E A Webster           01992 715957 

Scatterbushes 

Fernhall Lane 

Waltham Abbey 

Essex EN9 3TJ 
 
 

 

Cllr M V Fitch                        01992 769210 

129 Honey Lane 

Waltham Abbey,  

Essex EN9 3AX 

Email: michaelfitch41@gmail.com 

 

Cllr A P Watts                       01992 714506 

9 Honey Lane 

Waltham Abbey 

Essex EN9 3AN 

 

Cllr Shane Yerrell 

shaneo1983@hotmail.co.uk 
24 Springfields 
Waltham Abbey, Essex EN9 1UD 

 

 

Cllr Mrs J Lea                        01992 712366 
1 Monkswood Avenue 
Waltham Abbey 
Essex EN9 1LA 

Cllr Mrs L A Mitchell MBE    07724 613526 

19 Takeley Close 

Waltham Abbey, Essex EN9 1QH 

 

 

Cllr Miss Jodie Holly May Lucas 

jodielucas94@hotmail.co.uk 
Love Apple Farm,156 Crooked Mile 
Waltham Abbey, Essex EN9 2ES 
 

Cllr Robert Holmes              07788 667213 
4 Kestral Road 
Waltham Abbey,  
Essex EN9 3NB 

 

Cllr Dave Plummer               07742 038951 

21 Townmead Road 
Waltham Abbey 
Essex EN9 1RP 
 
Cllr Mrs H Kane                    01992 717656 

6 Farm Hill Road                     01992 712746 
Waltham Abbey EN9 1NN      07799 532940 
Email: helen@samkane.co.uk 
 

 

Policy and Resources  
Cllr A P Watts  – Chairman 

Leisure & Community 
Cllr Mrs J Lea – Chairman 

Development and Environment  
Cllr Mrs L A Mitchell MBE  – Chairman 

Plans Subcommittee  

Licensed Bars & Catering Subcommittee  
Cllr Mrs H Kane – Chairman 

Establishment Review Subcommittee 
Leader of Council 

Town Promotions & Festivals Subcommittee 
Cllr M Fitch  – Chairman 

TIC Management Subcommittee 
Cllr Mrs E A Webster – Chairman 

Town Centre Retail Working Group  
Cllr M Fitch – Chairman 

Town Twinning Subcommittee 
The Mayor 

Waltham Abbey Tennis Club  
Management Subcommittee 
Cllr A P Watts – Chairman 

Neighbourhood Plan Liaison Committee 
Cllr A P Watts – Chairman 

 

Committees

South West Ward

Paternoster Ward

North East Ward

Honey Lane Ward

High Beech Ward

www.facebook.com/walthamabbeytowncouncil @RichmondKathryn

Mayor: Cllr A P Watts          Deputy Mayor: Cllr Miss Jodie Lucas          Town Clerk: Miss J Law 

The views expressed in 
the Town Crier are not 
necessarily those of 

Waltham Abbey Town Council, and the inclusion of 
advertisements does not constitute an endorsement 
by the Council of any products or services. 

Further copies of the Town Crier are available from 
the Town Hall and the Tourist Information Centre in 
Highbridge Street. 
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We would like to thank 
all of you, every one 

who has stayed at home, 
protected the NHS, and 

followed Government instruction.   

Special thanks go to those that have supported 
others through this unprecedented crisis, from 

shopping, to collecting prescriptions, or even just 
talking to someone who needs human contact. It 
has been truly heartening to see our community 
pull together in this way. 

Finally, we also pass on our condolences to those 
that have lost loved ones through this terrible 
illness. We are sorry for your loss. 

Covid-19 Update

towncrier

It is not unusual for Councillors to serve a second term, and 
as Cllr Watts is an experienced Councillor, Chairman of the 
Policy & Resources Committee it was felt that strong 
leadership was needed in these difficult times.  Cllr Miss 
Jodie Lucas has been appointed Deputy Mayor.  Jodie is the 
Council’s youngest member, but has brought a depth of 
experience and enthusiasm to the Council. Learning from 
such an experienced Councillor as Cllr Watts, Cllr Lucas will 
be ready to take over the reins next year. 

Another major change for the Council is that of the 
position of Town Clerk.  Last October, the then Clerk, Mrs 
Kathryn Richmond, advised the Council of her intention to 
leave the role on the 31st May 2020.  Having served 

precisely 11 years to the day, Kathryn left the Council as 
Town Clerk, but agreed to stay on in an advisory capacity 
to assist the new Town Clerk, for a few months.  Miss Jodie 
Law, the former Senior Assistant to the Town Clerk was 
appointed to the role, having achieved her qualification 
and now holds the Certificate in Local Council 
Administration. Jodie brings much to the role, having 
worked for several high profile organisations, and is 
already working with Councillors and the team to expand 
and improve the facilities and systems of the Town Council.  
We wish her well. 

It has been agreed by Council that Cllr Antony Watts will serve a 
second year as Mayor for Waltham Abbey Town.  

Town Council News

Waltham Abbey Mayor Cllr Antony Watts

Deputy Mayor 
Cllr Miss Jodie Lucas

Miss Jodie Law, 
Town Clerk
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COUNCIL 

The Town Council is made up of 11 councillors and 
has its offices at the Town Hall in Highbridge Street.  
The council has met eight times this year, not only 
to transact its usual business, but also to set the 
precept and budget, and to approve and accept the 
annual accounts. The Mayor, elected at the Annual 
Meeting in May is Cllr Antony Watts, with his 
chosen charity being the Herts & Essex Air 
Ambulance, and Way 2000. At the same meeting, 
Cllr Mrs Liz Webster was re-elected Leader of 
Council. 

Once a month, the Policy & Resources Committee 
meets to set council policy on a variety of issues, 
along with the Leisure & Community Committee 
and the Development & Environment Committee 
meeting every other month.  There are several sub-
committees that are more specialised, such as the 
Licensed Bars & Catering Sub-committee, the 
Tourist Information Centre Joint Management 
Committee and the Town Centre Working Group.  

 

The Town Council has made good use of both 
Facebook and Twitter accounts to enable online 
advertising of events and other interesting snippets. 
Everything Epping Forest is also contracted to issue 
press statements on our behalf. 

 

Mrs Kathryn Richmond, the Town Clerk for nearly 
11 years informed the Council that she would be 
retiring at the end of May 2020. The Council has 
just, at the time of writing, appointed a replacement 
Town Clerk, to take over from 1st June 2020. 

FINANCE 

Chairman of the Policy & Resources Committee, Cllr 
Antony Watts, reported that income for the Council 
in the past has been made up from two sources, the 
precept and fees and charges. The Council, both 
members and officers have worked extremely hard 
this year to “make ends meet”, with some success. 
We continue to work as efficiently as possible and 
look to obtaining grant funding for projects.  The 
precept for 2019/20 was £851,000. 

A consultation was held with residents asking them 
if they would prefer the Council to pay for a greater 
Police presence or for the streetlights to be switched 
on overnight.  The overwhelming response was for 
a greater Police presence.  Work is progressing to 
forward this initiative in partnership with another 
local council to make resources stretch further.  
Enquiries are also being made regarding street 
lighting options. 

BUILDINGS 

Routine maintenance works have been carried out at 
the Town Hall, Town Mead Sports & Social Club and 
the various other buildings the Town Council is 
responsible for.  This includes the various health & 
safety checks, routine repairs and decorating. Various 
sections of the Town Hall roof have been repaired.  
All the light fittings are now LED which is more 
energy and cost efficient. We have also completed 
some major works to the Town Hall, including the 
installation of a lift from the Cornmill Suite floor, to 
the main foyer and the first floor (Council Chamber). 
This has also necessitated considerable work to 
ensure health and safety with this additional access.  
We have also refurbished the hall, dressing rooms 
and the bar area.   

The function suites at the Town Hall and at Town 
Mead have been even busier this year, as the venues 

Annual Report 2019-2020

The Council Chamber
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for wedding receptions, birthday and anniversary 
parties. We have screened a number of films at the 
Town Hall, with the Saturday morning and school 
holiday children’s films being especially well 
supported. The Town Hall has also been used 
regularly by the University of the Third Age for a 
number of their classes.  The Town Hall is also home 
to the Waltham Abbey office of the Citizens Advice 
which continues to be extremely busy. In the New 
Year, the Town Hall has been quiet due to the works 
that have been undertaken, but we are looking 
forward to a grand re-opening of the Town Hall later 
in the year.  

The Town Hall has been busy with civil ceremonies, 
with the James Suite in use as the Community 
Ceremony Room, and the Council Chamber and the 
Cornmill Suite as approved premises.  Over the past 
year we will have hosted 91 ceremonies, in the James 
Suite, the Cornmill Suite, and the Council Chamber. 

We have had a tenant renting the cemetery lodge 
property for a few years now.  

The Bars Manager is based at Town Mead Sports and 
Social Club whilst looking after the Cornmill Suite at 
the Town Hall.  There is now an emphasis on 
customer service, quality food and beverages and a 
friendly welcoming environment. The increase in 
business at both venues is marked, and we look 
forward to the future with both these venues. The 
Council has also taken the decision to support the 
campaign against single use plastics.  This will take 
the form of being a water filling point at two of our 
venues that are open to the public, no use/supply of 
plastic cutlery and plastic straws. We will also sell refill 
cups and water bottles from the TIC. 

The community convenience shop at Gilwell Hill 
continues to be well supported by local residents, 
with the hall operating as an Ofsted certified nursery.   

The Council has made a resolution to work towards 
the town being carbon neutral by 2030.  An action 

plan has been written, with updates to the plan being 
presented to the Policy & Resources Committee at 
every meeting.  Some points have already been 
achieved, including the recycling of paper, the 
upgrading of our lights to LED, and we are 
approaching the facility of paperless meetings, with 
members of the public being able to read the 
associated papers to the agendas. Other measures 
are identified within the Parks/Open Spaces 
paragraph. 

PARKS/OPEN SPACES 

The grounds team have been working hard over the 
past year, with some challenging weather conditions, 
including both drought and waterlogged pitches. We 
have undertaken some tree works, as again the 
weather has had an adverse effect. The 3G pitch at 
Town Mead has had a busy year, and continues to be 
very popular. The Golf Driving Range is in full 
operation at Town Mead. The Baseball Diamond is in 
full use by the Essex Arrows and Archers teams. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The old workman’s shed on Larsens Park has been 
refurbished into fully functioning home and away 
changing rooms for use by teams hiring the Larsen’s 
Park pitches. 

The cemetery on Sewardstone Road has been kept 
to a high standard, and we are working hard to 
secure the extension. The Council is also in the 

Waltham Abbey Allotments 
(Courtesy of Waltham Abbey Allotment Association)
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process of digitising the cemetery records.  This 
means that searching the records will be much easier, 
and could be done on line through our website. It 
also means we have an electronic copy of the old 
burial registers for security purposes.  

The Town Council operates three allotment sites 
within the town, and currently there is a short waiting 
list for allotments, but working with the Allotment 
Association, we ensure that all plots are now in use. 

MARKETS 

The Town Council operate two markets per week, one 
on Saturdays, and the other, the ancient Charter 
Market on Tuesdays. Along with many other markets, 
Waltham Abbey’s markets are working hard to 
maintain numbers of both stallholders and customers. 
The Plan for next year is to refresh the market. The 
Council now subscribes to the National Association of 
British Market Authorities, who provide much needed 
information and advice. 

CINEMA 

Cinema screenings at the Cornmill Suite have taken 
place throughout the year, with some films being more 
successful than others.  The screenings for our younger 
audiences on either Saturday mornings during term 
time, or Tuesday/Thursday mornings during school 
holidays, have been quite successful, with numbers 
climbing towards 100. We had a problem with the 
projector during the summer holidays, but this has 
now been resolved, and hopefully we will be in a 
position to resume our screenings.  

CCTV 

The CCTV in the town centre is working well, and we 
have now upgraded our system at both the Town Hall 
and Town Mead.  Other Town Council premises are 
also suitably protected with a now fit for purpose 
system. New cameras have also been added to the lift 
as part of the security of the building. 

TAPESTRY 

The Waltham Abbey Tapestry was launched in 2016 
with great progress being made on all nine panels.  
The tapestry tells the story of the town of Waltham 
Abbey starting with the legend of the Holy Cross, 
and illustrating the different periods of history, and 
the different aspects of the town and its environs.  
Local stitchers have been using the Council 
Chamber to work on the background images.   
There is still much work to do, but it is progressing 
well.progressing quickly. 

EVENTS 

Cllr Mick Fitch, Chair of the Town Promotions Sub-
Committee reported that there have been several 
notable events this year.  The Town Show in June was 
a great event this year, with sunshine bathing the 
crowds, the fun fair, and all the other attractions 
contributed to a great weekend. Plans are already 
well in hand for next year’s fun weekend with the 
bigger and better than ever fun fair, a wide variety of 
stalls organised by a local business and live 
entertainment on stage. 

At the beginning of September, the Town Hall was 
again the venue for the Waltham Abbey In Bloom 
presentations and the Fun Horticultural Show.  The 
event is open to the public and many of the exhibits 

The Great Abbey  
(Photo Mr Clive Simpson)
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are auctioned off at the end of the show with 
proceeds going to the Mayor’s charity. Although only 
for fun, there were some wonderful entries, including 
home grown fruit and veg, home baked cakes, and 
some quite enormous pumpkins! Workings closely 
with the Allotment Association, plans are in place for 
next year’s event so please get those green fingers to 
work. 

For many years the Town Council has organised the 
Cavalcade of Light to celebrate the beginning of the 
festive season. This year’s parade was again led by 
Santa accompanied by the Mayor with prizes of 
£1,000 (float) and £500 (pedestrian). The prizes were 
won by Upshire Primary School and King Harold 
School. Well done to both. 

TOWN TWINNING 

The Town Twinning events this year were made up 
of visits to Hoerstel by the Town Twinning 
Association and a return visit by our German 
friends in November.  Due to the passing of Mrs 
Norma Green, one of the founder members of the 
Town Twinning Association, and who, as Mayor of 
Waltham Abbey, signed the Twinning Association 
Charter with Hoerstel, several of our German 
friends attended Norma’s funeral in the Abbey 
Church. Norma, who was involved in so many 
worthwhile initiatives throughout her time here, 
will be sadly missed. 

PLANNING 

It has been a busy year in the planning world, with 
a considerable number of development control 
planning applications for which the Town Council 
is a statutory consultee, the committee meets every 
two weeks.  The Council has responded to a 
number of larger planning applications, including 
a distribution centre, and assisted living 
apartments.There have also been several 
consultations including one on the changes to the 

planning procedures at the District Council, the 
Local Planning Authority.   

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

Consultations with residents have been held at 
various events throughout the year, known as a 
ping pong poll.  Much information and views have 
been gathered through this method.  The Group 
meets regularly to forward the work, and several 
members of the group have attended training 
sessions held by the Rural Community Council for 
Essex.  The plan is to take the ping pong poll to the 
other settlements within the civic parish to garner 
their views.  This group reports to the 
Neighbourhood Plan Liaison Committee at the 
Council on a regular basis.  

SPRING 2020 

Covid-19 and Government instruction necessitated 
the closure of the Town Hall in March. The Council 
had updated its IT in the summer, which meant all 
the staff could effectively work from home. We had 
also initiated Internet Banking so that we were not 
endangering Councillors for cheque signing, 
meaning that we were still processing invoices and 
paying our contractors and suppliers. The Council 
are also working with West Essex Clinical 
Commissioning Group in relation to the Covid-19 
outbreak.  We are also working with our tenants, 
regarding their rent payments. By Government 
Instruction, some of our services have had to be 
curtailed, such as the closure of the play parks, 
other services have had to be adapted, such as 
changes to our cemetery rules, but hopefully, these 
measures will contribute to the country’s efforts in 
bringing this virus under control. 

 
Waltham Abbey Town Council 
25th March 2020 
 

towncrier



In light of the current situation it has been decided to issue this newsletter in 
electronic format so that it is not delivered through your letterbox.  We have a 
number of printed copies that are available for collection from the TIC.
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Listening to the church bells as you glance up at Waltham 
Abbey church is a pleasure to hear but actually ringing 
them is a challenge in its self and an honour to be able to 
have this opportunity to do it. 

There is a lot to being a campanologist from actually 
practising, getting to hold the tail end which is the rope 
and the Sally this is the colourful fluffy part and managing 
to put the hand stroke and the back stroke together and 
then to achieve ringing the bell by one self is amazing, it 
challenges your mind by simulating different rounds with 
the other bell ringers that you have to remember making 
sure you get it right as being in charge of a one ton bell or 
heavier you and everyone else would hear if it went wrong. 

Bell ringing is fun,  you and your fellow campanologist  are 
part of a big family which help each other gain confidence 
and feel valued. When you can ring the bells correctly and 
are able to do the rounds, you can go out either as a group 
of an individual and will be able to ring other church bells 
once you get the ok from the person in charge. 

To be totally honest I didn't have any thoughts on ringing 
one of the twelve bells in our church with my son, it was his 
birthday and we decided to go up the tower and I must 
admit I dont like heights or small spaces so it looked like I 
was crawling up the stairs to the top of the church but once 
up there and a few fantastic pictures later with a lovely talk 
about the church tower and bells from Hilary, who is also a 
campanologist, I forgot how high I was and just took in 
everything I could see and feel and it was magnificent.  

Jane talked us through how the bells worked, how they 
range from different weights starting from the smallest 
bell, the treble (4cwt) to the largest bell, the tenor 
(37cwt) then showed us where everything connected up 
to whilst we stood in the middle room (clock 

chamber),which is where you would ring the bells from, 
as you look down on the floor there are twelve 
numbered mats these numbers correspond to the bell 
you are ringing,  it was fascinating and fantastic as we 
came down from the tower 48 steps later,  Jane told 
Lewis that they was looking for bell ringers and would 
he like to try and he said yes, then she turned to me and 
said we also need adult bell ringers too, so this is how I 
got involved and I'm so glad I did, it may be a little hard 
or difficult at times but you get the help to make it easier 
and then it becomes automatic  just like learning to drive 
a car or ride a bike once you get it the feeling is 
wonderful. 

 If you ever get the opportunity to ring one of Waltham 
Abbey church bells then give it a go and hopefully it will 
have the same magical effect on you as it has me, now I am 
looking forward to ringing the bells in our lovely church 
for all sorts of special and important occasions. 

by Sue Bateman 

Being able to practice bell ringing is a privilege, especially when you realise you 
are actually controlling a very heavy bell, it gives you a magnificent feeling.

A view on Experiencing Campanology 
in Waltham Abbey Church
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