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    Mayoral Moments 2018-19 

f the year past…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 was honoured and delighted to be elected Mayor of this 
wonderful town at the Council’s Annual Meeting last 
May. I grew up in this town, and it has been my family 

home for a very long time, so it is a privilege to serve the 
community here, a place close to my heart. 
 

here have been some wonderful moments through my 
year, not least of which were the visits to Ashbrook 
Court, when I met some wonderful people, and it was 

humbling to fulfil a Christmas wish from one of the 
residents to meet the Mayor. 
 

y chosen charity for this year is the Herts & Essex Air 
Ambulance, for which I have held two wonderful 
fund-raising events, a Rock & Roll night at the Town 

Hall, which raised £1815, and East Meets West event held on 
the 23rd March, which I hope will be equally as successful. 
 

e have had a very busy civic year too, with a truly 
memorable Remembrance Sunday, marking the 
centenary of the ending of the Great War, which 

culminated in a moving service at the Abbey Church, and 
joining in with parishes around the country in the lighting 
of a beacon. The Carol service this year was also held jointly 
with Epping Forest District Council, and the Civic Service 
will be held on 24th March 2019 in the Abbey Church. 
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he Town Council has also had a busy year, and one of the 
most memorable events for me was the rededication of 
the War Memorial, refurbished to commemorate the 100 

years, we even managed to depict the 100 years in flowers 
next to the memorial.  Immediately after that I was 
honoured to open the new changing rooms on Larsens Park, 
alongside the Deputy Chairman of Essex County Council. 
 

s Mayor, it is always a highlight to open new businesses 
in the town, and this year is no exception. There have 
been a number of new businesses, and I wish them 

every success in the future.  
 

nother unforgettable event was being invited to a 
dinner held by the Epping Forest Committee of the 
Corporation of London in Grocers Hall. This is just one 

of the amazing events I have attended representing 
Waltham Abbey this year. 
 

n a personal note, I would like to thank everyone who 
has helped me this year, my fellow councillors, the Town 
Hall staff, my family, friends who have supported me. I 

have had a truly wonderful year. 
 
Cllr Mrs Jeane Lea 
Waltham Abbey Town Mayor 2018 - 2019 
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Council 
he Town Council is made up of 11 councillors and has its offices at the Town Hall in 
Highbridge Street.  The council has met eight times this year, not only to transact its 

usual business, but also to set the precept and budget, and to approve and accept the 
annual accounts. The Mayor, elected at the Annual Meeting in May is Cllr Mrs Jeane Lea, 
with her chosen charity being the Herts & Essex Air Ambulance. At the same meeting, Cllr 
Mrs Liz Webster was elected Leader of Council.   
 
Once a month, the Policy & Resources Committee meets to set council policy on a variety 
of issues, along with the Leisure & Community Committee and the Development & 
Environment Committee meeting every other month.  There are several sub-committees 
that are more specialised, such as the Licensed Bars & Catering Sub-committee, the 
Tourist Information Centre Joint Management Committee and the Town Centre Working 
Group.  

 
The Town Council has made good use of both Facebook and Twitter accounts to enable 
online advertising of events and other interesting snippets. Everything Epping Forest has 
also been contracted to issue press statements on our behalf. 
 
We have appointed a new Senior Assistant to the Town Clerk in November who is settling 
in well. 

 
 

(The Council Chamber) 

 
 

 
Finance 

hairman of the Policy & Resources Committee, Cllr Antony Watts, reported that 
income for the Council in the past has been made up from two sources, the precept 

and fees and charges. The Council was in receipt of the last of the mitigation grant, this 
year for changes in the Local Council Tax Benefit System. The Council, both members and 
officers have worked extremely hard this year to “make ends meet”, with some success. 
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We continue to work as efficiently as possible and look to obtaining grant funding for 
projects.  The precept for 2018/19 was £825,800 with a grant of £23,708. 
 

Buildings 
outine maintenance works have been carried out at the Town Hall, Town Mead Sports 
& Social Club and the various other buildings the Town Council is responsible for.  This 

includes the various health & safety checks, routine repairs and decorating. Various 
sections of the Town Hall roof have been repaired.  All the light fittings are now LED 
which is more energy and cost efficient. 
 
The community convenience shop at Gilwell Hill continues to be well supported by local 
residents, with the hall operating as an Ofsted certified nursery.   
 
The function suites at the Town Hall and at Town Mead have been even busier this year, as 
the venues for wedding receptions, birthday and anniversary parties. We have screened a 

number of films at the Town Hall, with the Saturday morning and school holiday children’s 
films being especially well supported. The Town Hall has also been used regularly by the 
University of the Third Age for a number of their classes.  The Town Hall is also home to 
the Waltham Abbey office of the Citizens Advice which continues to be extremely busy.   
 
The Town Hall is busy with civil ceremonies, with the James Suite in use as the Community 
Ceremony Room, and the Council Chamber and the Cornmill Suite as approved premises.  
Over the past year we will have hosted 78 ceremonies, in the James Suite, the Cornmill 
Suite, and the Council Chamber. 
 
To increase income for the Council, the Cemetery Lodge on the old side of the 

Sewardstone Road cemetery has been fully refurbished, with tenants now in residence.  
 
The Bars Manager is based at Town Mead Sports and Social Club whilst looking after the 
Cornmill Suite at the Town Hall.  There is now an emphasis on customer service, quality 
food and beverages and a friendly welcoming environment. The increase in business at 
both venues is marked, and we look forward to the future with both these venues. The 
Council has also taken the decision to support the campaign against single use plastics.  
This will take the form of being a water filling point at two of our venues that are open to 
the public, no use/supply of plastic cutlery and plastic straws. We will also sell refill cups 
and water bottles from the TIC. 
 

 

Parks/Open Spaces 
he grounds team have been working hard over the past year, with some challenging 
weather conditions, including both drought and waterlogged pitches. We have 

undertaken some tree works, as again the weather has had an adverse effect. The 3G 
pitch at Town Mead has had a busy year, and continues to be very popular. The Golf 
Driving Range is in full operation at Town Mead. The Baseball Diamond is in full use by the 
Essex Arrows and Archers teams. We are also working with the University of East Anglia 
and the Heritage Lottery to plant a community orchard in the next tree planting season. 

 
The old workman’s shed on Larsens Park has been refurbished into fully functioning home 
and away changing rooms for use by teams hiring the Larsen’s Park pitches. 
 
The cemetery on Sewardstone Road has been kept to a high standard, and working hard to 
secure the extension. The Council is also in the process of digitising the cemetery records.  
This means that search the records will be much easier, and could be done on line through 
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our website. It also means we have an electronic copy of the old burial registers for 
security purposes.  
 
The Town Council operates three allotment sites within the town, and currently there is a 
short waiting list for allotments, but working with the Allotment Association, we ensure 
that all plots are now in use. 

 
As it was the centenary of the end of WWI, in commemoration the War Memorial on Farm 
Hill Road was refurbished, and rededicated at a simple, yet moving ceremony in the 
summer, ready for Remembrance Sunday, 

 

 
 

(Waltham Abbey Allotments – courtesy of Waltham Abbey Allotment Association) 

 

Markets 
he Town Council operate two markets per week, one on Saturdays, and the other, the 
ancient Charter Market on Tuesdays. Along with many other markets, Waltham Abbey’s 

markets are working hard to maintain numbers of both stallholders and customers. The 

Plan for next year is to refresh the market. 

 
Cinema 

inema screenings at the Cornmill Suite have taken place throughout the year, with 
some films being more successful than others.  The screenings for our younger 

audiences on either Saturday mornings during term time, or Tuesday/Thursday mornings 

during school holidays, have been quite successful, with numbers climbing towards 100.  
 

CCTV 
The CCTV in the town centre is working well, and we have now upgraded our system at 
both the Town Hall and Town Mead.  Other Town Council premises are also suitably 
protected with a now fit for purpose system. 

 
Tapestry 

he Waltham Abbey Tapestry which was launched in March 2016. The tapestry, which is 
made up of nine panels will illustrate the history and heritage of the town, and will be 

a true community project. A local artist has created the images, which are now being 
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embroidered.  It is envisaged that residents and visitors will be able to contribute to the 
project and add a stitch or two.  Anyone with needlework experience will be welcome to 
join our band of willing volunteer stitchers.  

 
(The Great Abbey – photo Mr Clive Simpson) 

 
Great progress has been made, with many of the images already stitched. These include 
some very complex stitching, and we are truly delighted with the results.  With the help of 
a specialist from the Embroiderers Guild, Anthea Godfrey, we are now making great 
strides and can see clearly the way ahead. Workshops are held at regular intervals at Town 

Mead to encourage the work which is progressing quickly. 

 
Festivals 

ed by Cllr Fitch, and the Festivals Committee, the range of festivals undertaken 
throughout the year was impressive, from the Festival of Flags, during the summer 

months to the celebration of the Festive period. 

 
For many years, the Town Council has organised the Cavalcade of Light, to celebrate the 
beginning of the festive season.  This year’s parade was again led by Father Christmas 
accompanied by the Mayor With prizes of £1,000 (float), won by Duncan Phand £500 
(pedestrian) won by the Waltham Abbey Scouts, the event was bigger and better than 
ever. 
 

Events 
He Council joined with the Waltham Abbey Church to commemorate the ending of the 

Great War. A service was held in the Abbey Church by candle light, with brass and 
timpani to produce a truly moving event.  The congregation then moved outside to the 
cloister area of the Church to join with other town and parish councils throughout the land 
to light a beacon and listen to the church bells ring out. 
 
Cllr Mick Fitch, Chair of the Town Promotions Sub-Committee reported that there have 
been several notable events this year.  The Town Show in June was a great event this 
year, with sunshine bathing the crowds, the fun fair, and all the other attractions 
contributed to a great weekend. Plans are already well in hand for next year’s fun 
weekend with the bigger and better than ever fun fair, a wide variety of stalls organised 
by a local business and live entertainment on stage. 
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At the beginning of September the Town Hall was again the venue for the Waltham Abbey 
In Bloom presentations and the Fun Horticultural Show.  The event is open to the public 
and many of the exhibits are auctioned off at the end of the show with proceeds going to 
the Mayor’s charity. Although only for fun, there were some wonderful entries, including 
home grown fruit and veg, home baked cakes, and some quite enormous pumpkins! 
Workings closely with the Allotment Association, plans are in place for next year’s event 

so please get those green fingers to work. 
 

Town Twinning  

The Town Twinning events this year were made up of visits to Hoerstel and a return visit 
by our German friends in November.    
 

Civic Events 
Remembrance Sunday in November started with a wreath laying in St Thomas Church, 
Upshire and then at the War Memorial.  The Remembrance Day service was held in the 
Abbey Church, with refreshments afterwards at the Town Hall. The Carol Service this year 
was held at the Abbey Church and was attended by civic dignitaries including the 
Chairman of Essex County Council and a number of other Mayors and Chairmen.  The Civic 
Service in March this year will also be held in the Abbey Church and was a true celebration 
of faith.   
 

Planning 
t has been a busy year in the planning world, with a considerable number of 
development control planning applications for which the Town Council is a statutory 

consultee, the committee meets every two weeks.  There have also been a number of 
consultations including one on the changes to the planning procedures at the District 
Council, the Local Planning Authority.   
 

Neighbourhood Plan 
Consultations with residents have been held at various events throughout the year, known 

as a ping pong poll.  Much information and views have been gathered through this method.  
The Group meets regularly to forward the work, and several members of the group have 
attended training sessions held by the Rural Community Council for Essex.  The plan is to 
take the ping pong poll to the other settlements within the civic parish to garner their 
views.  This group reports to the Neighbourhood Plan Liaison Committee at the Council on 
a regular basis. 
 
We look forward to another successful and productive year for the Town Council in 
2019/20.  
 
Waltham Abbey Town Council 

20th March 2019 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Financial Report 2018 - 2019 
 
 
These accounts are not yet finalised or audited. 
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Representatives on Outside Bodies 2018/19 
 

Organisation Members 

Abbey Gardens Trust Cllr A Watts 

Epping Forest Country Care Liaison Cllr A Watts 

EALC Epping Forest Branch Cllr E Webster and Town Clerk 

£ Exp £ Inc Total

Development & Environment

Cemetery 62,712£              79,957£              17,245£          

Market 29,834£              16,752£              13,082-£          

Allotments 922£                    9,363£                8,441£            

Other Open Spaces 2,254£                -£                    2,254-£            

Public Conveniences 9,965£                -£                    9,965-£            

Gilwell CC 9,029£                21,274£              12,245£          

Total 114,716£           127,346£           12,630£          

Leisure & Community

Lodge Lane 1,453£                -£                    1,453-£            

Ninefields Rec 1,326£                824£                    502-£                

Larsens Rec 26,487£              19,807£              6,680-£            

Town Mead Rec 56,776£              21,733£              35,043-£          

3G Pitch 35,034£              28,743£              6,291-£            

Town Mead Club 195,230£           144,202£           51,028-£          

Town Show 5,346£                725£                    4,621-£            

Capital/Projects 108,375£           20,000£              88,375-£          

Total 430,027£           236,034£           193,993-£       

Policy & Resources

TIC 43,841£              14,198£              29,643-£          

Hall Lettings 25,867£              40,231£              14,364£          

Town Hall Bar 24,563£              39,601£              15,038£          

Discretionary Spend 52,964£              3,794£                49,170-£          

Democratic Rep 3,136£                -£                    3,136-£            

Plant & Equip 69,510£              -£                    69,510-£          

Establishment 410,192£           862,392£           452,200£       

Total 630,073£           960,216£           330,143£       

Totals 1,174,816£        1,323,596£        148,780£       
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ECC Passenger Representative Cllr R Gadsby (County) and Cllr L Webster 
(Town) 

Essex Heritage Trust Reps of W A Historical Society 

Joint Standards Committee Cllr H Kane 

Leverton Educational trust Cllr R Gadsby 

Local Councils Liaison Committee Deputy Leader of Council & Town Clerk 
Waltham Abbey Citizens Advice Bureau Cllr M Fitch 

Waltham Abbey Community Centre Cllr M Fitch & Cllr J Lea 
Waltham Abbey Town Partnership Cllr M Fitch, Cllr J Lea & Town Clerk 

Francis Greene Alms House Trust Cllr A Mitchell and the Town Clerk plus P Reilly, 
B Charles, Christine Brooker, Audrey Rowntree 

Waltham Abbey Royal Gunpowder Mills 
OCC 

Cllr A Mitchell 

Waltham Abbey Youth 2000 Cllr H Kane 

 
Grants Given to local charities 
 

Cruse Bereavement Care £500 
Waltham Abbey U3A 50% and 20% discount on hall hire fees 

Waltham Abbey Woodcraft Folk £300 

Waltham Abbey Day Centre £250 
High Beech Cricket Club £250 

Citizen Advice £2000 
1st Waltham Abbey Brownie Unit £177 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Councillors 
 
High Beech Ward Cllr Mrs S A Stavrou Pine Lodge Riding Centre, Springfield Farm 

Lippetts Hill, High Beech 
Loughton IG10 4AL 

High Beech Ward Cllr Mrs E A Webster Scatterbushes, Fernhall Lane, Waltham 
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Abbey EN9 3TJ 

Honey Lane Ward Cllr M V Fitch 129 Honey Lane, Waltham Abbey EN9 3AX 

Honey Lane Ward  Currently vacant 

Honey Lane Ward Cllr A P Watts 9 Honey Lane, Waltham Abbey EN9 3AN 

North East Ward Cllr Mrs J Lea 1 Monkswood Avenue, Waltham Abbey  
EN9 1LA 

North East Ward Cllr Mrs L A Mitchell 19 Takeley Close, Waltham Abbey EN9 1QH 

Paternoster Ward Cllr S Yerrell 24 Springfields, Waltham Abbey, EN9 1UD 

Paternoster Ward Cllr Miss J H M Lucas Love Apple Farm, 156 Crooked Mile, 
Waltham Abbey EN9 2ES 

South West Ward Cllr Mrs R Gadsby Wintry Mead, Fernhall Lane, Waltham 
Abbey EN9 3TL 

South West Ward Cllr Mrs H Kane 6 Farm Hill Road, Waltham Abbey EN9 1NN 

 

 
Mrs Glynis Shiell was replaced by Cllr S Yerrell in July 2018, by co-option when no 
poll was called, and Mr Richard James resigned in February 2019. 

 
The due date for elections for Waltham Abbey Town Council is 
2nd May 2019. 
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Staff Structure 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Contact Details: 
 

Waltham Abbey Town Hall 
Highbridge Street 
Waltham Abbey 

EN9 1DE 
01992 714949 

townclerk@walthamabbey-tc.gov.uk 
 

Town Mead Sports & Social Club 
Brooker Road, 

Waltham Abbey 

EN9 1JH 
01992 660337 

barsmanager@walthamabbey-tc.gov.uk 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Town Clerk

Buildings Manager

Caretaker

Function Attendants

Cleaner

Parks Manager

Head  Groundsman

Groundsmen

Market Manager Market Cleaner

Office Manager

Admin Assistant

Receptionist/Admin 
Assistant

Bars Manager

Senior Bars Person

Casual Bar Staff

TIC Manager

TIC Assistant

Volunteers

Senior Assistant to 
the Town Clerk
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Waltham Abbey 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Courtesy K Richmond) 


