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Reflections o 

 

      Reflections on the year past….. 

f the year past…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
s my time of representing Waltham Abbey as Mayor comes 
towards an end in May, I reflect on the year so far.  I have 

enjoyed representing Waltham Abbey, it was a privilege and I was 
proud to do so.   
 

uring my time I have visited the Town Show which was a very 
successful weekend when over two thousand people attended.  It 

is good to have this show as it brings the community together. 
 

 have also attended the dog show at Town Mead which was a 
successful day. I have also visited several residential homes, and 

attended many different events.  
 

art of my time was to visit other areas of Essex representing 
Waltham Abbey, at many different Civic Services and other 

functions to celebrate in their community.  Some of my other duties 
included the prize giving celebration for Waltham Abbey In Bloom 
and the Fun Horticultural Show. I have opened numerous new 
businesses and attended many charity events.  A highlight was 
attending the High Sheriff’s Awards in Chelmsford, celebrating the 
good works local people do. 
 

 have also hosted visits from other civic leaders, including the 
Mayor Making ceremony, the Carol Service and our Civic Service, 

this year taking place in Lea Valley Church. 
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n the early part of my year, I visited Hoerstel in Germany, our 
Twin Town, and they in turn visited us in November for the 

Cavalcade of Lights. It was a wonderful evening, and I joined with 
Santa in leading the procession through the Town. 
 

eing Mayor of Waltham Abbey has been a time I will always 
remember and be proud of, for I believe that we have a great 

Town which we should all be proud of and be involved in anything we 
can to encourage visitors to our Town. 
 

Cllr Michael Fitch 
Waltham Abbey Town Mayor 2017-2018 
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Annual Report 

 
2017/2018 

 

Council 
he Town Council is made up of 11 councillors and has its offices at the Town Hall in 
Highbridge Street.  The council has met eight times this year, not only to transact its 

usual business, but also to set the precept and budget, and to approve and accept the 
annual accounts. The Mayor, elected at the Annual Meeting in May is Cllr Michael Fitch, 
with his chosen charity being St Clare Hospice. At the same meeting, Cllr Mrs Liz Webster 
was elected Leader of Council.   
 
Once a month, the Policy & Resources Committee meets to set council policy on a variety 
of issues, along with the Leisure & Community Committee and the Development & 
Environment Committee meeting every other month.  There are several sub-committees 
that are more specialised, such as the Licensed Bars & Catering Sub-committee, the 
Tourist Information Centre Joint Management Committee and the Town Centre Working 
Group.  
 
The Town Council has made good use of both Facebook and Twitter accounts to enable 
online advertising of events and other interesting snippets. Everything Epping Forest has 
also been contracted to issue press statements on our behalf. 
 
There have been no senior management staff changes this year. 
 

 
 

(The Council Chamber) 

 
 

Finance 
hairman of the Policy & Resources Committee, Cllr Antony Watts, reported that 
income for the Council in the past has been made up from two sources, the precept 

and fees and charges. As reported previously, due to changes in the Local Council Tax 
Benefit System, the mitigation grant given by the District Authority at its discretion is now 
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reducing year on year, so each financial year continues to be a challenge. The Council, 
both members and officers have worked extremely hard this year to “make ends meet”, 
with some success. We continue to work as efficiently as possible and look to obtaining 
grant funding for projects.  The precept for 2016/17 was £800,400 with a grant of 
£47,416. 
 
 

Buildings 
outine maintenance works have been carried out at the Town Hall, Town Mead Sports 
& Social Club and the various other buildings the Town Council is responsible for.  This 

includes the various health & safety checks, routine repairs and decorating. Various 
sections of the Town Hall roof have been repaired The Council Chamber has been fitted 
with new curtains.   
 
The community convenience shop at Gilwell Hill continues to be well supported by local 
residents, with the hall operating as an Ofsted certified nursery.   
 
The function suites at the Town Hall and at Town Mead have been even busier this year, as 
the venues for wedding receptions, birthday and anniversary parties. We have screened a 
number of films at the Town Hall, with the Saturday morning children’s films being 
especially well supported. The Town Hall has also been used regularly by the University of 
the Third Age for a number of their classes.  The Town Hall is also home to the Waltham 
Abbey office of the Citizens Advice Bureau which continues to be extremely busy.   
 
The Town Hall is busy with civil ceremonies, with the James Suite in use as the Community 
Ceremony Room, and the Council Chamber and the Cornmill Suite as approved premises.  
Over the past year we will have hosted 118 ceremonies, in the James Suite, the Cornmill 
Suite, and the Council Chamber. 
 

.  
(The James Suite) 

 
To increase income for the Council, the Cemetery Lodge on the old side of the 
Sewardstone Road cemetery has been fully refurbished, with tenants now in residence.  
 
The Bars Manager is based at Town Mead Sports and Social Club whilst looking after the 
Cornmill Suite at the Town Hall.  There is now an emphasis on customer service, quality 
food and beverages and a friendly welcoming environment. The increase in business at 
both venues is marked, and we look forward to the future with both these venues. The 
Council has also taken the decision to support the campaign against single use plastics.  
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This will take the form of being a water filling point at two of our venues that are open to 
the public, no use/supply of plastic cutlery and plastic straws. We will also sell refill cups 
and water bottles from the TIC. 
 
 

Parks/Open Spaces 
he grounds team have been working hard over the past year, with some challenging 
weather conditions, including both drought and waterlogged pitches. We have 

undertaken some tree works, as again the weather has had an adverse effect. The 3G 
pitch at Town Mead has had a busy year, and continues to be very popular. The Golf 
Driving Range is in full operation at Town Mead.  
 
The cemetery on Sewardstone Road has been kept to a high standard, and working hard to 
secure the extension. The Council is also in the process of digitising the cemetery records.  
This means that search the records will be much easier, and could be done on line through 
our website. It also means we have an electronic copy of the old burial registers for 
security purposes. A new fence has been installed along the side of the old cemetery and 
the public right of way from Sewardstone Road to Cartersfield Road. 
 
The Town Council operates three allotment sites within the town, and currently there is a 
short waiting list for allotments, but working with the Allotment Association, we ensure 
that all plots are now in use. 

 

 
 

(Waltham Abbey Allotments – courtesy of Waltham Abbey Allotment Association) 

 

Markets 
he Town Council operate two markets per week, one on Saturdays, and the other, the 
ancient Charter Market on Tuesdays. Along with many other markets, Waltham Abbey’s 

markets are working hard to maintain numbers of both stallholders and customers. 

 
Cinema 

inema screenings at the Cornmill Suite have taken place throughout the year, with 
some films being more successful than others.  The screenings for our younger 

audiences on either Saturday mornings during term time, or Tuesday/Thursday mornings 
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during school holidays, have been quite successful, with numbers climbing towards 100. 
Our Monday night screenings have had a mixed response, with some being very busy, and 
others where there was minimal audience numbers. The choice of film is a tricky one, as 
tastes differ, but we hope that by offering a diverse range we will increase our audience 
numbers.  In recent months we have screened matinee performances as well as evening 
screenings, but the numbers do not support this initiative. 
 

CCTV 
The CCTV in the town centre is working well, and we have now upgraded our system at 
both the Town Hall and Town Mead.  Other Town Council premises are also suitably 
protected with a now fit for purpose system. 
 
 

Tapestry 
he Waltham Abbey Tapestry which was launched in March 2016. The tapestry, which is 
made up of nine panels will illustrate the history and heritage of the town, and will be 

a true community project. A local artist has created the images, which are now being 
embroidered.  It is envisaged that residents and visitors will be able to contribute to the 
project and add a stitch or two.  Anyone with needlework experience will be welcome to 

join our band of willing volunteer stitchers.  

 
(The Great Abbey – photo Mr Clive Simpson) 

 
Great progress has been made, with many of the images already stitched. These include 
some very complex stitching, and we are truly delighted with the results.  With the help of 
a specialist from the Embroiderers Guild, Anthea Godfrey, we are now making great 
strides and can see clearly the way ahead. A further public meeting was held earlier in the 
year, with Cllr John Jowers, the Vice Chairman of Essex County Council attending.  A grant 
had been received from the Essex County Council Community Initiatives Fund to begin the 
actual stitching. 
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(Cllr John Jowers and the Town Clerk – courtesy of Mr Clive Simpson) 

 
 

 
 
Festivals 

ed by Cllr Fitch, and the Festivals Committee, the range of festivals undertaken 
throughout the year was impressive, from the Festival of Flags, during the summer 

months to the celebration of the Festive period. 
 
The Town Council organised a Beer Festival at the Town Hall over two days which included 
cider and wine tasting.  
 
For many years, the Town Council has organised the Cavalcade of Light, to celebrate the 
beginning of the festive season.  This year’s parade was again led by Father Christmas 
accompanied by the Mayor With prizes of £1,000 (float), won by Abbey Flower Design, and 
£500 (pedestrian) won by the Waltham Abbey Scouts, the event was bigger and better 
than ever. 
 

Events 
he Mayor also joined again with other civic leaders in a single commemorative act for 
the Great War.  All over the country, including Waltham Abbey, after the raising of the 

Commonwealth Flag on Commonwealth day, 12th March, a simple ceremony was led by the 
Mayor based on the feeling of darkness that came over Europe 100 years ago and used 
light as a symbol of hope. This commemoration will be the last, as the Great War ended 
100 years ago this year. 
 
Cllr Mick Fitch, Chair of the Town Promotions Sub-Committee reported that there have 
been several notable events this year.  The Town Show in June suffered again a little from 
the weather, but the fun fair, and all the other attractions contributed to the weekend. 
Plans are already well in hand for next year’s fun weekend with the bigger and better than 
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ever fun fair, a wide variety of stalls organised by a local business and live entertainment 
on stage. 
 
At the beginning of September the Town Hall was again the venue for the Waltham Abbey 
In Bloom presentations and the Fun Horticultural Show.  The event is open to the public 
and many of the exhibits are auctioned off at the end of the show with proceeds going to 
the Mayor’s charity. Although only for fun, there were some wonderful entries, including 
home grown fruit and veg, home baked cakes, and some quite enormous pumpkins! 
Workings closely with the Allotment Association, plans are in place for next year’s event 
so please get those green fingers to work. 
 

Town Twinning  

The Town Twinning events this year were made up of visits to Hoerstel and a return visit 
by our German friends in November.  This coming year sees the 25th Anniversary of the 
signing of the Agreement. So no doubt there will be visits to and from Germany later in 
the year. Plans are afoot to   
 

Civic Events 
Remembrance Sunday in November started with a wreath laying in St Thomas Church, 
Upshire and then at the War Memorial.  The Remembrance Day service was held in the 
Abbey Church, with refreshments afterwards at the Town Hall. The Carol Service this year 
was held at Lee Valley Church  and was attended by civic dignitaries including, the 
Chairman of Essex County Council and a number of other Mayors and Chairmen.  The Civic 
Service in February was also held at the Lee Valley Church and was a true celebration of 
faith.   
 

Planning 
t has been a busy year in the planning world, with a considerable number of 
development control planning applications for which the Town Council is a statutory 

consultee, the committee meets every two weeks.  There have also been a number of 
strategic documents for consideration including the Submission Draft of the Local Plan, 
which only looks as soundness, legality and the Duty to Co-operate.   
 

Neighbourhood Plan 
Work has commenced on the Neighbourhood Plan, although this was delayed until the 
draft Local Plan had been published.  Several meetings have now been held, and officers 
appointed to the Neighbourhood Plan Group.  In the very near future work will start on the 
consultations with the public. 
 
 
We look forward to another successful and productive year for the Town Council in 
2018/19.  
 
Waltham Abbey Town Council 
31st March 2017 
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Financial Report 2017 - 2018 

 
 
 
These accounts are not yet finalised or audited. 

 
 
 
 

£ Exp £ Inc Total

Development & Environment

Cemetery 63,369£              82,545£              19,176£          

Market 34,389£              18,295£              16,094-£          

Ninefields CC 1,102£                1,102-£            

Allotments 2,906£                2,658£                248-£                

Other Open Spaces 23,125£              151£                    22,974-£          

Public Conveniences 10,854£              -£                    10,854-£          

Gilwell CC 9,273£                19,370£              10,097£          

Total 145,018£           123,019£           21,999-£          

Leisure & Community

Lodge Lane 2,627£                2,627-£            

Ninefields Rec 3,428£                1,837£                1,591-£            

Larsens Rec 27,401£              20,496£              6,905-£            

Town Mead Rec 63,060£              19,353£              43,707-£          

3G Pitch 40,360£              48,101£              7,741£            

Town Mead Club 216,120£           147,440£           68,680-£          

Town Show 8,493£                1,727£                6,766-£            

Capital/Projects 102,006£           -£                    102,006-£       

Total 463,495£           238,954£           224,541-£       

Policy & Resources

TIC 47,982£              22,114£              25,868-£          

Hall Lettings 29,125£              40,233£              11,108£          

Town Hall Bar 34,565£              52,122£              17,557£          

Discretionary Spend 56,659£              15,052£              41,607-£          

Democratic Rep 4,467£                -£                    4,467-£            

Plant & Equip 93,119£              1,857£                91,262-£          

Establishment 420,201£           863,008£           442,807£       

Total 686,118£           994,386£           308,268£       

Totals 1,294,631£        1,356,359£        61,728£          
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Representatives on Outside Bodies 2016/17 
 

Organisation Members 

Abbey Gardens Trust Cllr A Watts 

Epping Forest Country Care Liaison Cllr A Watts 

EALC Epping Forest Branch Cllr E Webster and Town Clerk 

ECC Passenger Representative Cllr R Gadsby (County) and Cllr L Webster 
(Town) 

Essex Heritage Trust Reps of W A Historical Society 

Joint Standards Committee Cllr H Kane 

Leverton Educational trust Cllr R Gadsby 

Local Councils Liaison Committee Deputy Leader of Council & Town Clerk 

Waltham Abbey Citizens Advice Bureau Cllr M Fitch 

Waltham Abbey Community Centre Cllr M Fitch & Cllr J Lea 

Waltham Abbey Town Partnership Cllr M Fitch, Cllr J Lea & Town Clerk 

Francis Greene Alms House Trust Cllr A Mitchell and the Town Clerk plus P Reilly, 
B Charles, Christine Brooker, Audrey Rowntree 

Waltham Abbey Royal Gunpowder Mills 
OCC 

Cllr A Mitchell 

Waltham Abbey Youth 2000 Cllr H Kane 

 
Grants Given to local charities 
 
Cruse Bereavement Care £500 

Waltham Abbey U3A 50% and 20% discount on hall hire fees 

Waltham Abbey Residents Association £250 

Waltham Abbey Woodcraft Folk £393 

Waltham Abbey Day Centre £750 

Abbey Youth Football Club £500 

Citizen Advice £2300 

Girlguiding Waltham Abbey & Upshire £250 

St Clare’s Hospice £250 

Yes Partnership £500 

Basics Essex Accident Rescue Service £250 

1st Waltham Abbey Guides £432 

Waltham Abbey Town Twinning Assoc. £500 
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Councillors 
 
High Beech Ward Cllr Mrs S A Stavrou Pine Lodge Riding Centre, Springfield Farm 

Lippetts Hill, High Beech 
Loughton IG10 4AL 

High Beech Ward Cllr Mrs E A Webster Scatterbushes, Fernhall Lane, Waltham 
Abbey EN9 3TJ 

Honey Lane Ward Cllr M V Fitch 129 Honey Lane, Waltham Abbey EN9 3AX 

Honey Lane Ward Cllr R K James 152 Honey Lane, Waltham Abbey EN9 3BE 

Honey Lane Ward Cllr A P Watts 9 Honey Lane, Waltham Abbey EN9 3AN 

North East Ward Cllr Mrs J Lea 1 Monkswood Avenue, Waltham Abbey  
EN9 1LA 

North East Ward Cllr Mrs L A Mitchell 19 Takeley Close, Waltham Abbey EN9 1QH 

Paternoster Ward Vacant To be filled by co-option 

Paternoster Ward Cllr Miss J H M Lucas Love Apple Farm, 156 Crooked Mile, 
Walthal Abbey EN9 2ES 

South West Ward Cllr Mrs R Gadsby Wintry Mead, Fernhall Lane, Waltham 
Abbey EN9 3TL 

South West Ward Cllr Mrs H Kane 6 Farm Hill Road, Waltham Abbey EN9 1NN 
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Staff Structure 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Contact Details: 
 

Waltham Abbey Town Hall 
Highbridge Street 
Waltham Abbey 

EN9 1DE 
01992 714949 

townclerk@walthamabbey-tc.gov.uk 
 

Town Mead Sports & Social Club 
Brooker Road, 

Waltham Abbey 
EN9 1JH 

01992 660337 
barsmanager@walthamabbey-tc.gov.uk 

 
 
 

 

Town Clerk 

Buildings Manager 

Caretaker 

Function Attendants 

Cleaner 

Parks Manager 

Head  Groundsman 

Groundsmen 

Market Manager Market Cleaner 

Office Manager 

Admin Assistant 

Receptionist/Admin 
Assistant 

Bars Manager 

Senior Bars Person 

Casual Bar Staff 

TIC Manager 

TIC Assistant 

Volunteers 

Senior Assistant to 
the Town Clerk 
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Waltham Abbey 
 
 

 
(Courtesy K Richmond) 


