Last Amended AGM March 2004

BECKET DRAMA COMPANY

CONSTITUTION

1. THE COMMITTEE
a) The Committee of the Company shall comprise nine members as follows:-

i. Chairman

ii. Vice Chairman

iii. Secretary

iv. Treasurer

v. Five General Committee Members

b) plus any non-voting members as shall be co-opted by the Committee from time to time.

c) Committee Members will serve a one-year term (with a maximum of three in any one position).
d) Committee meetings will held once every calendar month

e) At the end of each financial year, each committee member may stand for re-election with a maximum of three terms in any one position. Any member wishing to be considered for election must be proposed by another member at least 14 days prior to the AGM.

f) In the event of the Company becoming insolvent, the Company will be dissolved (unless further funds are forthcoming). The responsibility for repaying any debts shall rest with the members of the committee. Should there be no debts; any funds remaining shall be evenly distributed among the members.

2. MEMBERSHIP
i. Any member of the public may apply to become a member of the Company and his/her acceptance will be at the discretion of the Committee. There will be no requirement as to a prospective member's acting or singing ability. The only requirement shall be that any prospective member shall be deemed to be willing to give good service and full support to the Company and to act in the Company's best interests at all times. The acceptance / rejection by the Committee shall be final and shall be communicated in writing, to the prospective member within seven days of the meeting. No explanation as to rejection shall be required to be given.

ii. All members of the Company will be required to undertake all duties associated with the staging of a production. Such duties squall comprise, amongst other things:- 
iii. Set design, painting and construction 
iv. Poster, ticket and programme design production and distribution 
v. Leaflet distribution 
vi. Costume making

vii. Publicity

viii. Front of house 
ix. Backstage 
The only exceptions will be:-  

x. Ill-health

xi. Business commitments
xii. Holidays.
xiii. No member shall be required to undertake any duty which he/she is unable to physically perform.

 3. GENERAL 

a) All Members shall have equal rights and will democratically decide on issues of importance i.e. which productions the Company shall stage during the forthcoming year. The majority decision will prevail.

b) Each member of the Company will be required to conduct him/herself in a manner such as will ensure the high reputation of the Company. No exceptions will be made.

c) All members will be required to adhere to the "Becket Drama Company's Etiquette", a copy of which is  enclosed.

d) The Annual general Meeting of the Company will be held by the last Friday in March in each year.

e) Full and Ordinary Annual Membership fees will be reviewed annually by the committee and changes ratified by the general membership. Any case of hardship will be considered by the committee.

f) It is expected that all members of the Company will give full commitment during the week of a production.

g) Any prospective and accepted Member (at a point part-way during the year) will be required to pay the full subscription fee seven days after the audition/reading for the relevant production. Such subscription will be given to the Company's Treasurer. For any individual joining after February 1st in any year, the membership will apply to the following year.

h) Any Member of the Company shall be eligible to direct a production. At the meeting where the Members of the Company decide which productions will be staged during the forthcoming year, any Member of the Company may offer him/herself as Director for any of these productions. The decision to appoint a Director will be taken by the Committee at a subsequent meeting.

i) Any Director so elected will present to the Committee, at a specified date, a protracted budget and a list of production members i.e. Producer, Stage manager, etc.

j) The Company will endeavor to hold one event a year for the benefit of charity. The Company will decide to which charity the proceeds will be donated.

4. EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING
a) Any Member of the Company may call an Extraordinary General Meeting if that Member considers that another Member has:   
i. brought the Company into disrepute

ii. persistently refused or failed to carry out the duties and obligations required of him/her 
b) Any Member calling an Extraordinary General Meeting must have the backing of a simple majority (one more than half) of the entire Membership.

c) Extraordinary General Meetings shall be used for items which are in the Constitution and which need amending or upon which the Committee feels the Company needs to decide as a whole.

d) Any person coming before an Extraordinary General Meeting shall be entitled to speak on his/her behalf or to have a representative to speak for him/her. A democratic vote shall be held as to whether that person is allowed to remain as a Company member or be asked to resign.

5. FRIENDS OF BECKET
Friends of Becket shall pay an annual fee of £5.00 which will enable that Friend to receive advance publicity / booking / newsletters and various other benefits, including a 10% discount on tickets purchased.
