 POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE


9th JUNE 2011


7.30 p.m.





					


	*	Cllr. R.K. James – Chairman


	*	Cllr. Mrs. S.A. Stavrou – Deputy Chairman


	*	Cllr. M. Fitch


		Cllr. Mrs. R. Gadsby


	*	Cllr.  Mrs. H. Kane


	*	Cllr.  Mrs. J. Lea


	*	Cllr. Mrs. A. Mitchell


	*	Cllr. S.C. Pryde


	*	Cllr. A.P. Watts


		Cllr. Mrs. E.A. Webster


		Cllr. J. Wyatt


		


	*	Denotes Members present.





	In attendance: Town Clerk, Senior Assistant to the Town Clerk, Buildings Manager and Parks Manager.





66.	Apologies for Absence: Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr. Mrs. Gadsby, Cllr. Mrs. Webster and Cllr.Wyatt.





67.	Declarations of Interest: 





Member�
Item�
Interest�
Reason�
Action�
�
Cllr. S. Pryde�
Ben Shaws�
Personal�
Supplier�
Remained�
�
Cllr. Mrs. Kane�
Waltham Carpets�
Personal�
Supplier�
Remained�
�
Cllr. R. James�
Arooney�
Personal�
Friend of proprietor�
Remained�
�
Cllr. S.  Pryde�
Arooney�
Personal�
Friend of proprietor�
Remained�
�
Cllr. A. Watts�
Arooney�
Personal�
Friend of proprietor�
Remained�
�
Cllr. Mrs. Kane�
Abbey Filling Station�
Personal�
Friend of proprietor and account holder�
Remained�
�
Cllr. S. Pryde�
Abbey Filling


Station�
Personal�
Friend of proprietor and account holder





�
Remained�
�
Cllr. A. Watts�
Abbey Filling


Station�
Personal�
Friend of proprietor and account holder


�
Remained�
�
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Cllr. Mrs. Kane�
Direct Boots�
Personal�
Supplier�
Remained�
�
Cllr. Pryde�
Catalyst�
Personal�
Friendship�
Remained�
�
Cllr. Pryde�
Neil Lawrence�
Personal�
Uses same contractor.�
Remained�
�
Cllr. Fitch�
Waltham Abbey Stationers�
Personal�
Supplier�
Remained�
�
Cllr. Pryde�
Waltham Abbey Stationers�
Personal�
Supplier�
Remained�
�
Cllr. Mrs, Mitchell�
Waltham Abbey


Stationers�
Personal�
Supplier�
Remained�
�
Cllr. Mrs. Kane�
Waltham Abbey


Stationers�
Personal�
Supplier�
Remained�
�
Cllr. Pryde�
Group Components�
Personal�
Friend�
Remained�
�
Cllr. Fitch�
IBM�
Personal�
Friendship�
Remained�
�
 


68.	Public Questions: A member of the public brought the Committee’s attention to various maintenance issues through the Town, including the sluices on the Cornmill stream, and fly tipping round the Town.





69.	Accounts Paid: Members referred to list of accounts paid and reimbursements made on the authority of two Members and dated the 6th April, 19th April, 11th May and 25th May 2011. It was moved by the Chairman and





		RESOLVED – THAT the accounts paid and reimbursements made on the authority of two Members dated the 6th April, 19th April, 11th May and 25th May 2011 be confirmed and approved.





70.	Internal Audit Report: It was moved by Cllr. Pryde, seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Stavrou and





		RESOLVED – THAT the Internal Audit Report 2010/2011 be received, and that a flexible hall hire policy, with a two hour minimum, if the building is not being used; and that a report regarding unpaid invoices be placed as a standing item on the agenda for this committee.





 71.	Audit Commission: Members received the notification from the Audit Commission confirming their appointment as the external auditors for 2010/11 on the limited assurance basis.





72.	Consultation: Members considered a draft response to the Government’s Consultation on the Future of Local Public Audit. It was moved by Cllr. Watts, seconded and





		RESOLVED – THAT  the Draft Response should be sent to CLG with one slight amendment.
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73.	Capital Projects: The Committee considered the formation of a working group to facilitate the speedy delivery of the projects being funded by planning gain. It was moved by Cllr. Pryde, seconded and





		RESOLVED – THAT the members of the Establishment Review Subcommittee should take on this role, and that powers should be delegated to that Working Group and that Standing Orders should be amended accordingly.





74.	EALC: The committee received the Town Clerk’s notes from the meeting held with Rt. Hon. Eric Pickles MP. 





75.	National Grid: The Committee noted the contents of the letter from the National Grid regarding the uprating of an existing overhead power line on Town Mead.





76.	IIMC: Members noted the Town Clerk’s report regarding the IIMC Annual Conference.





77.	Status List: The Status List was received and it was noted that the Golf Driving Range is to go to the next meeting of the District Development Control Meeting. The Town Clerk was asked to register to speak in support of this application.





78.	Any Other Items for Discussion: The Town Clerk reported on a conversation that had taken place with Mrs. Elaine Fletcher of WAY2000. It was reported that Essex County Council had withdrawn their staff from this youth facility. A letter of support for WAY2000 is to be sent to the portfolio holder, and a meeting arranged with Mrs. Fletcher to discuss the matter further.


  


79.	Exclusion of Press and Public: It was moved the Chairman and





				RESOLVED - THAT in view of the confidential nature of the 


	business about to be transacted as listed below, it is advisable in the public interest that the Press and Public be temporarily excluded from the meeting and they are instructed to withdraw.





80.	Budget Monitoring Report: Members considered the Budget Monitoring Report and they were advised that notice had been given for the Tea Rooms and that they would be empty from July 2011. It was moved by the Chairman and





RESOLVED – THAT a Letting Agent be instructed to find a tenant for the property but only for a year, at a price of at least £200.00 per week. 
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81.	Minibuses: The Committee received the Town Clerk’s report regarding the disposal of the two minibuses. An offer had been received from a local business to purchase these two vehicles, at a price that is higher than for scrap value. It was moved by Cllr. Mrs. Stavrou, seconded and





RESOLVED – THAT the price be accepted, with the condition that the two vehicles would not be used on public roads, and that assurance would be required in writing.





82.	Buildings Reports: Members received the reports of the Buildings Manager which included arrangements for an asbestos survey, water testing and electrical testing. Reports are to be included on the agenda for this committee for discussion. A vote of thanks was given to the Buildings Manager for his work in this matter.




















R.K. JAMES  - CHAIRMAN
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