

 




RKJ/AC



Dear Member,



A meeting of the Policy & Resources Committee will be held 

on Thursday next, 14th February 2008 at  7.30 p.m. in the Council Chamber.


Yours sincerely,



…………………………………. TOWN CLERK

AGENDA

1.
Apologies for Absence: To receive apologies.

2.
Declarations of Interest: Members to Declare Interests in any items on the Agenda.

3.
Minutes: of the meeting held on 13th December 2007 

4.
Public Questions: If any.

5.
Accounts Paid: Lists herewith of accounts paid and reimbursements made on the authority of two Members and dated 12th December 2007, 10th January and 30th January 2008. (Encl. 1 page numbers (1063 to 1086). 

6.
IT Systems: The Officers have nothing to report.

7.
Procedures Manual: The Officers have nothing to report.

8.
Audit Status List: There are currently no items on the Audit Status List.

9.
Internal Audit Report: The latest report of the Internal Auditor  is enclosed for Members information. In his covering letter the Audit Director states that the issues raised are not of a high significance but should receive attention, the Officers responses to the Auditor’s recommendations are included. (Encl. 2).






















Contd…

10.
Capital Assets: We have been asked by the District Audit Manager (Louise Wishart) to set a de minimus level for Capital Assets. Would Members agree a figure of £1,000.00?

11.
Local Government Pension Scheme Regulations: Correspondence has been received from Essex County Council regarding the late transfer  in (after 12 months of joining the fund) of previous pension rights.


A new member of the pension fund has the automatic right to have their previous pension rights, whether from other LGPS or non LGPS transferred to the Essex Fund within 12 months of joining, however after that time the transfer is at the discretion of the employing authority. The options available to us and set out in the letter are;

· Blanket policies (one for transfers from other LGPS funds and another from non LGPS funds) saying either yes or no to all requests or

· Policies setting out criterion for when we will or will not allow such requests.

In view of the potential financial burden of late transfers as set out in the background section of the letter, I believe Members should consider a Blanket Policy of ‘no transfer of funds outside the 12 month period of joining the fund. A copy of the County Council letter is enclosed. (Encl. 3).

12.
ECC Grit Bins: A request has been received from ECC Area Highways for 

Town Council to fund the provision of a grit bin at Wellington Hill, High Beech. The initial cost for purchase and installation on site is £350.00 plus VAT and we would be required to commit to future maintenance or replacement if necessary. Do Members wish to consider this request?

13.
Stage Lighting and Sound System: A request has been received from Acting-Up Theatre Company for permission to install new stage lighting and sound equipment in the main function room. The company is able to obtain outside funding for this work therefore there would be no financial strain on the Council and the equipment would be available for all who hire the hall. A copy of the request is enclosed for information. Do Members wish to pursue this initiative? (Encl. 4).

14.
St. Clare Hospice: A request has been received from St. Clare Hospice for financial assistance towards the appointment of a Hospice Chaplain. The request is for a three year funding commitment and I have been advised by the Hospice Trust & Legacy Officer that if each Council within the Hospice catchment area gave £150.00 this would enable them to fund the appointment. A copy of the request is enclosed. (Encl. 5).

15.
Status List: To be circulated to the meeting for information.

16.
Any Other Business: Items which the Chairman may allow for discussion only.

17.
Exclusion of Press and Public: To consider whether in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted and listed below, the press and public be excluded from the meeting.

18.
Minutes – Part B:
19.
Budget Comparison: Category 8 (expenditure).

20.
Staff: Category 1 (staff)

TO:
Cllr. A.P. Watts (Chairman)


Cllr. Mrs. P.C. Brooks


Cllr. Mrs. R. Gadsby


Cllr. A.L. James


Cllr. S.C. Pryde


Cllr. W.J. Pryor

All other Members for information.

7th February 2008

