WALTHAM ABBEY TOWN COUNCIL

Notes of an Informal Meeting With
Denny Avenue Allotment Association

Present: Cllr. A L James, R James (Town Clerk) & K Coates (Recreation & Amenities Manager)

Mrs J Farrey & C Smith (DAAA)

The Allotment Association representatives asked specific questions which together with the responses are listed below.

1. Could the Association take over part of the running of the allotment site?
    Not at present however it could be investigated.
2. Is there the possibility of another water trough to serve the bottom allotments?
KC investigating water supplies on all sites, Denny currently at minimum level. Any              extension will require to be budgeted for.
3. What is the situation with the fence around the allotments and the fence between the   

football club & the allotments which is dangerous and has either fallen or been blown down on a number of occasions.

RJ/KC will investigate the situation regarding the fence around the football ground. in particular whether it meets H & S standards. KC agreed the chain link fence needs replacing and this will be planned in the next five years.
4. There have been several incidents with the football club members accessing the     

allotment site to recover footballs through the ‘emergency exit’ gates and in doing so trample on peoples plots. Plot holders have been verbally abused when asking these people to be more careful. What is the current situation?

RJ - the club has no right of access & the officers will speak to the club about this.
5. Could the club put up netting behind the goal to stop footballs being kicked on to the                 

    allotment site.

   KC will arrange to meet representatives from the football club to discuss these   

   problems.

6. Is any hedging to be planted to improve security? Plot holders are prepared to carry out 

    planting & maintenance if the Council will supply.
    KC Advised that plants would be purchased for planting this winter.
7. Would the Council support and fund gates at either end of the access path.

     In the first instance KC will investigate ownership of the path.

8. When is the broken land drain in the access path to be repaired?
KC has instructed staff to make a temporary cover and will discuss the repair with EFDC Land Drainage.

05/09/07 update – identified land as being EFDC Housing land. KC has had site meeting with Housing Maintenance & they have issued a works instruction for repair.

9. The grass has not been cut by the Council this year, why not and what is going to be 

    done.
    KC there has been a shortage of staff however cutting has now been carried out. RJ 

    pointed out that it was the plot holders responsibility to cut the paths surrounding their 

    plots. The association reps felt that this was not clear in the agreement and RJ agreed 

    to discuss further.

10. What is the status of the allotment and was the land given for use only as an 

      allotment.
      RJ explained that it was allocated as Cemetery land but being used as allotments until 

      Such time as it was needed for other purposes.

11. The plots need to be marked out. When will this be done?

      KC advised it is in hand and should be completed this winter.

12. Do the keys for Denny Avenue site fit the other sites?

      KC – Yes it is a standard padlock.

13. Plot holders worried that the gate has been found open on a number of occasions. Are        

      there any controls over the keys and is there provision for keys being returned when 

      plots are given up.

      KC – other than a deposit being charged when keys are issued there are no controls. 

      The gate is probably left open by plot holders leaving and failing to lock. This was 

       accepted.

14. If a plot becomes vacant could it be split into two half plots?

      KC – yes if required and this has happened in the past.

15. Does the Council have to provide disabled access to the site?
      RJ – no and if a request was received under the terms of the DDA the Council would 

      compare the likely usage against  the feasibility and cost of provision.

16. Could the Council remove the Russian Vine that is growing along the fence?

      KC – we will try and do this over the winter period and will liaise with adjoining plot 

      holders.

17. It was agreed an area would be set aside for disposing of weeds, vegetation, etc. What 

      is the current situation?

      KC – this will be marked up this winter.

